26/ 11/ 1998
Bid to raise English level in Felda areas

reports on "Negri Senbilan State Assenbly" by Patrick Sennyah
A SPECI AL t eacher support teamhas been suggested for Fel da settlenents in
the State to i ncrease the standard of English anmong the residents.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohanmed | sa Abdul Sarmad sai d t hough the | evel of
Engl i sh anong residents in the settl enments had i nproved, nmuch coul d stil
be done.

However, he said the responsibility should not only rest on teachers and
urged parents to play their role.

"Since famlies in these settlements |ive close to each other, they
could co-operate in ternms of buying English books where each fam |y buys
one and exchange it with the others," he said.

W ndi ng up the debate on the openi ng speech by the Regent of Negri
Senbi | an Tunku Naqui yuddi n Tuanku Ja' afar, he sai d t he readi ng habit nust
be i ncul cated at a young age and parents should be the ones to start this
habi t .

He was replying to i ssues on the standard of English in the State raised
by Abdul Razak Mansor (BN Pertang) and Kamaruddi n Mohanmad Di n ( BN- Pal ong)
on the third day of the State Assenbly sitting.

On pol lution caused by the increasing nunber of factories in Nl ai
rai sed by Peter Lai Yit Fee (BN-Nlai), Mhamad | sa said he had asked
St at e Envi ronment Conmi ttee chai rman Dat uk Dr Yeow Chai Thi amto check on
the matter.

He sai d the State Departnent of Environment had al so conducted their
i nvestigations and had detected the factories responsi bl e for inproper
wast e di sposal

Moharmad | sa al so told the State Assenbly to maintain their trust and
confidence in the | eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

He said they should continue with briefing sessions with the people and
work towards maintaining their trust in the present |eadership.

He was responding to several issues onthe "reformasi” novenent raised
at the assenbly.

He added that t he peopl e nmust guard agai nst outside influences and al so
not be taken by m sl eading statenments in the foreign nedia.
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