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Bl G COVPANI ES MJUST ALSO BE HELPED DURI NG ECONOM C DOWNTOWN

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) -- The big conpani es al so need hel p
besi des the small ones during the current econom ¢ downturn because of
their huge contributions to national devel opnent, Rural Devel opment
M ni st er Datuk Annuar Musa sai d today.

He said Umo Youth's call to the government to | eave out the big
compani es and concentrate on hel ping the small ones was a step that could
be detrinmental to the country's interests.

"The big conpani es pay huge taxes to the country. If a conpany chal ks
up RMBOO million profits, 30 per cent of it is paid to the governnent in
t axes.

"This alone is enough to fund projects under the Devel opnment Programe
for the Hardcore Poor run by my ministry and it does not include other
contributions like job opportunities for the people through the projects,"”
he told reporters at the Putra World Trade Centre, here.

Annuar al so said that Umo Youth shoul d not have raised the issue of
nepoti smand cronyismif it did not have solid proof.

"I'"'mnot inpressed with the way Umo Youth spoke on cronyi sm and
nepoti smwi thout furnishing proof and i nstead accusi ng corporate of
forgetting thensel ves after achi eving success," he said.

Asked whet her he woul d chal | enge Dat uk Ahmad Zahid Ham di for the post
of Umo Youth | eader next year, he said he woul d deci de when the tine
cones.

He said all the nenbers should now focus on hel ping party president and
prime mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad turn the econony around and
not on party posts.
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