22/ 07/ 1998

Bill is to boost nultinedia

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhanmad has the prerogative to set
up anewmnmnistry, renane an existing mnistry or assignamnister to
conmuni cations and nul ti medi a functions.

Ener gy, Tel econmuni cations and Posts M ni ster Datuk Leo Mbggi e said the
setting up of amnistry is provided for under the M nisterial Functions
Act 1969.

He was asked to conment whether a ministry will be set up in charge of
communi cati ons and mul ti nedi a.

The Conmuni cations and Miultinedia Bill, which has been tabl ed for second
readi ng at the Parlianent, does not have any provisions for the setting up
of amnistry. Instead, a Comruni cati ons and Miul ti nedi a Conmi ssion will be
est abl i shed.

"The Bill was drawn up to create a franework for the information
t echnol ogy and communi cati on i ndustry, and not the setting up of a new
mnistry. "The rationale for the Bill is to facilitate rather than
regul ate or control the industry and provi de confidence for the set-up
mechani smin the industry to grow," he said adding that the i ndustry will
play a bigger role toregulate itself using the i ndustry forum

The industry forumwhich is opento all relevant parties nay prepare a
voluntary industry code to deal with any matter pertaining to the Act on
its own initiative or under the directive of the Comi ssion.

Leo Moggie said the Bill which is nore transparant al so provi des for the
est abl i shnment of an Appeal s Tri bune which will convene on an ad-hoc basis
to facililate procedures for appeal if players are unhappy with the
Conmi ssi on deci si on.

The Appeal Tribune will be chaired by a H gh Court judge with at | east
two ot her menbers who are industry experts.

He said however that it is better for the industry to be regul ated under
a mnistry and a regul ator.
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