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Bi odi versity policy mat be | aunched ni d- February

Wendy Lim Sreerema Banoo

THE Nati onal Bi odiversity Policy, ained at conserving the country's flora
and fauna as wel | as creating a safe, healthy and productive environnent
is expected to be | aunched by the m ddl e of next nonth.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng sai d
the policy will be | aunched as soon as it has been transl ated i nt o Bahasa
Mal aysia. Details will be rel eased to the nedia soon, he added

The termbi odiversity refers to a whol e range of plants, animals and
nmi cro-organi sms, fromgenes to ecosystens.

Mal aysia is rated as one of the world's 12 "negadi versity" countries
with over 150, 000 species of invertebrates, 286 mammal species, 736 bird
speci es and 15,000 types of flowering plants.

The policy was approved by the Cabinet with some m nor ammendnents after
the draft was submitted for the second tine on Cctober 22 1996.

Drawn up by the National Biodiversity Conmttee, the National
Bi odi versity Policy, was part of the commitment Ml aysia nmade at the
hi storic June 1992 Earth Sunmit in Rio de Janeiro.

When asked on a country report on biodiversity, Law said, there are none
so far, but the ministry is working towards establishing this

"We are trying to put things in place ... one by one. First it is the
policy and a directorate headed by a ired professor and assi sted by
mnistry officials.

"The directorate will be in charge of conpiling data and i nventori es.
This is avery difficult task as the data cover all species avail abl e,
their location and nunbers. So far, the response has been good, " Law sai d.

He was speaking to reporters after attending Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s Hari Raya open house at Sri Perdana yesterday.

The drafting of the policy was done after consultations with various
state governments and rel at ed gover nment agenci es.

In 1995, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid the
Government had initiated a study on biodiversity and formed a group to
exam ne the i nplications of biotechnology and its commerci alisation

The Governnent recogni ses the i nmportance of biotechnology and its
potential applications inagriculture, ani mal husbandry, health, the
manuf acturing i ndustry, energy and environnent.

The policy al so conprises strategi es to conserve bi ol ogi cal diversity
and t he sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal resources.

It outlines an action programme for each strategy geared towards
achi evi ng adequat e protection of the country's resources.

I't underscores the inperatives of managi ng the country's natura
resources to ensure |ong-termecononic benefits, food security and
environmental stability.

This is because a diversity of biological resources provides direct
economi ¢ benefits.
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