05/ 09/ 1998

BN conponents support Umo council deci sion

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Barisan Nasional conponent party | eaders responded
positively to the Umo suprene council's decision |ast night to expe
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu said today BN conponent parties
have t he perogative to nmake deci si ons concerning their own parties.

Therefore, he said other menbers of the coalition would not interferein
t he deci si ons.

Sanmy Vellu said this to reporters when asked on Umo's nove to expe
Anwar after he opened the Construction I ndustry Di al ogue 1998 at the
Mal aysi a | nternational Exhibition and Showoomat Seri Kerbangan.

MCA Presi dent and Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said
Anwar's di sm ssal was Umo's deci sion and others had no right to question
it.

"The counci| nust have studi ed and debated the facts presented to it
bef ore naki ng t he deci sion by taking into consideration the party
interest," he told  reporters after w tnessing the signing of menorandum on
the i ncentive schene provi ded for feeder operators to Port Kl ang at his
M ni stry today.

Asked about Dr Mahathir's decision not to appoint a Deputy Prine
M nister, Dr Ling said:

"The Governnent is made up of a teamof people who collectively make the
decision on policy matters. Just because it is now m nus one nenber, it
does not nean the Cabinet will be |l ess effective.”

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k has urged all BN conponent
party nenmbers not to overreact to Anwar's renoval .

He said all concerned should put the stability and security of the
country above personal interests and be careful not to cause any di sorder
Speaking to reporters after a Johor Gerakan sem nar in Johor Baru, Dr
Lim who is also Primary Industries Mnister, said political instability

woul d drive foreign investors away.

Dr Limsaid the Gerakan Central Wirking Conmittee at its neeting | ast
ni ght, had pl edged i ts undivi ded support for Dr Mahathir and his decision
to sack his deputy.

Penang BN chai rman and Penang Chi ef M nister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon
t oday expressed shock at Anwar's di sm ssal, but respected the Prine
M ni ster's deci sion.

"Penang BN gives its confidence to Dr Mahathir in solving the country's
current issues.”

Koh expressed confidence that the working rel ationshi p between the
Federal and State governnments woul d conti nue snoot hly despite Anwar's
sacki ng.

Asked for his personal views on Anwar's expul sion, he said: "I have
al ways | ooked up to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad as a
father and Datuk Seri Anwar as an el der brother. O course, it personally
affected ne.

"However, on the adm nistrative and political |evels, we nust ensure
there is political stability and peace, and at this time we nust rally
behind t he | eadership of Dr Mahathir."

( END)
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