27 JUN 1998
Mahat hir - party
BN MORE DEMOCRATI C, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 27 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who opened the Gerakan 27th general assenbly here today,
sai d Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent parties are nore denocratic than a
separate political party which "has the word denocratic as part of its
nane. "

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said in the Gerakan for instance,
freedom of expression strongly prevailed that at times he hinself was not
spared by the Gerakan voi ces.

"In Umo there is greater freedom of expression ...even speaki ng about
untruths is allowed,"” said Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, to the
| aught er of about 1,000 Gerakan del egates to the assenbly.

Umo and Cerakan are anong 14 coalition nmenbers whi ch make up the
governi ng Bari san Nasional coalition.

He said this party with the word denocratic as part of its name did not
even all ow nmenbers to speak and would not have its | eaders repl aced.

Dr Mahathir was apparently referring to the opposition DAP or
Denocratic Action Party although he did not nention it by nane.

"It is supposedly for denocratic action but its action is not
denocratic,” Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahathir said the party concerned also claimed to multi-racial but
it was in fact "only open to nmenbers of a famly."

In Iighter vein, the prinme mnister |ooked at Gerakan president Datuk
Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai k and asked Li m whet her he had appointed his son to be
a Cerakan | eader.

"Looki ng at Kerk (Choo Ting, Cerakan deputy president) | find it
difficult to make out that he is Lims son,” Dr Mahathir said draw ng
anot her round of |aughter fromthe del egates.
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