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BN NOT READM TTI NG PBS, SAYS MOHAMED RAHVAT

SHAH ALAM Nov 12 (Bernama) -- Barisan Nasional (BN) secretary-general
Dat uk Mohaned Rahmat has rul ed out any possibility of the governing
coalition readmtting Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS).

"I don't see the possibility at any tine at all,"” he said when
approached by reporters on the PBS going back to the BN fold if the party
applied to rejoin the coalition.

Mohaned, who is also Information Mnister, said the BN in Sabah has
sufficient conmponent nmenbers and any addition could only create problens.

"W al ready have enough bodies in the Sabah BN. Up to now | don't think
the BN can accept PBS," he said after witnessing the signing of a
menor andum of under standi ng here today relating to the hosting of
Mot or sport ' 98.

PBS | eft the BN only days before the October 1990 general election. The
BN now controls 43 of the 48 Sabah state |egislature seats, the PBS four
and an i ndependent occupies the renaining seat.

The Sabah BN is made up of Umo, Parti Denokratik Sabah, Parti ©Mju
Sabah, Akar Bersatu, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah, the MCA, GCerakan, Parti
Li beral Denokratik and the MC.

On seat allocation anong BN conponents in the Iight of inpending state
el ection by March 1999, Mhaned said the conponent parties could submt
t heir proposals.

However, he said, Prinme Mnister and BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad woul d have the final say.

"I believe there is very strong | obbying for seats. But | don't this
will be a problemin the Sabah state el ection.

"There nust be give and take in this matter...Once seat allocation is
deci ded, all BN components would have to work hard to ensure victory for
the BN candi dates who will be determined by the prinme mnister,” he said.

Asked when the BN woul d all ocate the seats, Mhanmed said this was being
st udi ed.
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