18/ 01/ 1998

BN pl ans to call snap el ection, says Kit Siang

PENANG Sat. - Opposition leader LimKit Siang said |last night it was
possi bl e that the Bari san Nasi onal Gover nnent was planning to call a snap
general election within the next six nonths.

Speaki ng at a ceramah on the econonic situation at the Chua Kongsi Hall,
he felt el ections m ght be hel d before the Commpbnweal th Ganes and t he Apec
Sunmit in Novenmber, and not after as generally expected.

Limsaid he came to this concl usi on because Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohmamad had on TV3's Mal aysia Hari | ni programme | ast Friday
expressed confi dence about the possibility of econom c recovery in six
nonths to a year.

"I was baffled why Dr Mahathir suddenly came out with this talk of a
recovery within six nmonths when the stock narket and the ringgit had just
br oken new psychol ogi cal barriers, with the KLSE Conposite I ndex crashing
t hrough the 500-point barrier and the US dollar close to the RVb | evel ,"
he said.

He reasoned that the BN would want to hol d general elections early
before things got really bad - if there were doubts about the ability of
t he econony recovering in six to 12 nonths coupled with the |i kel i hood
that the pain and hardshi p caused woul d i ncrease over the next one or two
years.
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