24/ 11/ 1998

BN Youth hotline deluged by calls

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Vol unteers of Barisan Nasional Youth's 24-hour
hotli ne have been del uged wi th hundreds of calls fromboth supporters of
t he Government and reformasi nmovenent since | ast Thursday.

A party official said they had been receiving an average of 700 to 900
cal I s per day.

The novenent had made avail abl e 10 hotline tel ephone nunbers which are
linked to Umo Youth's prem ses on the 37th fl oor of Menara Dato’ Onn for
Mal aysi ans to voice their support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad and their feelings towards foreigninterference.

He sai d al though the majority of callers were Mal aysi ans who support ed
the Prime Mnister's | eadership, there were al so sone fromsupporters of
the reformasi novenment here.

"W noticed that those call ers who support the Governnent and are
against foreigninterference normally call during the day while those
ref ormasi supporters call after m dnight.

“"In addition, the refornmasi callers are abusive and we are contenpl ating
[imting the calling hours."

Besi des t he hotline nunbers, the novenent's counter which is | ocated at
Putra Worl d Trade Centre here has al so recei ved encour agi ng response to
its signature canpaign.

Yout h menber Rusl an Mokhtar said since the canpai gn began, groups of
peopl e and i ndi vi dual s had been thronging to the counter to "put down
their feelings in words" on the fornms provi ded.

Despite the | ack of space to wite | engthy nessages, nost of themdid so
on the space avail abl e al ong the edge of the form

"We will scrutinisethe nmessages and sel ect the nost appropriatel y-
wor ded ones for public display."
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