11 NOV 1998
Par | i ament - wi ndi ng
BONUS: GOVERNMENT FEELS PAYMENT NECESSARY BUT CAN' T AFFORD I T

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- The Dewan Rakyat was told today that
t he governnent feels the bonus should be paid to the 800,000 public
servants but it does not have the nmeans to nmake such paynent.

Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Fauzi Abdu
Rahman said al thouth many groups had asked the government to consider the
bonus payment, it could not be inplenented yet.

"It's difficult for the governnent to consider (the paynment of bonus)
because of the econom c downturn and our capability is linmted although the
government feels it is necessary to pay the bonus,” he said when w ndi ng up
the debate on the 1999 Supply Bill at the commttee stage pertaining to the
Prime Mnister's Departnent.

During the debate, several nenbers of parlianent had urged the
governnment to consider the paynent of bonus and suggested that if the
government could not afford full payment, it should pay hal f bonus or think
of other incentives which were not disclosed.

In this context, he said, a date was being schedul ed for a neeting
between Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Cuepacs on the
paynment of bonus.

On the conplaints by menbers that the parlianment adm nistrati on was not
efficient and the equi pnent in the house such as the audi o and nessagi ng
system near the seat of each nmenber were not functioning, he said action on
the matter was being taken by the parlianent adm nistration

Several nenbers of parlianent were not satisfied with the reply and
stood up sinultaneously to seek further clarification

"This is not an old issue, the problemof late distribution of handsard
had been brought up repeatedly and simlar replies were being given every
year," said Ruhanie Ahmad (BN-Parit Sul ong).

During the debate, Dr Nungsari Ahmad Radhi (BN-Balik Pul au) and Mohanmad
Sabu (PAS- Kubang Kerian) raised the issue of late distribution of the
handsard to nenbers of parliamnent.

Bot h nenbers questioned why the handsard could not be distributed
earlier and said that the reply that there was not enough staff was an old
one.

"The hansard is no |longer a hansard but history. Today in
history...this is what is happening in parlianment now It's difficult for
us to know what our coll eagues said yesterday as the handsard which we
receive today is the one neant for three or four days earlier

On the audi o system at the nenbers' seats, Fauzi said the system woul d
be able to be used soon

Ruhani e again stood up and said: "Previously they said one nore year
(it can be used), now a year has passed. If it cannot be used, just pul
t hem out . "

Dat uk Badruddi n Am rul din (BN Yan) al so asked the parlianment
adm ni stration to change the chairs in the Press Room which he said were
ol d.

"I pass by the Press Roomand | see the springs comng out from sone
chairs. | understand there were reporters who had their pants ripped by the
spring,"” he said | ooking at the press box in the house.

Earlier, Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent (JPM Datuk
Nazri Aziz who was al so wi nding up the debate for the JPMsaid the
government did not encourage denonstrations to be held as they could create



t ensi on.

"The governnment is determined that the racial riots of 1969 will not be
repeat ed.

"Thus the Internal Security Act (I1SA) will not be repealed as |ong as
t he opposition was inciting the people," he said.

On the suggestion by LimKit Siang (DAP-Tanjong) that a general
el ection be held as soon as possible, Nazri said: "The peopl e know that
when they elected their representatives in 1995, it is for a period of five
years."

The house will sit again tonorrow
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