03 MAR 1998
LEAD Anwar - Bonus
BONUS: GOVT W LL PAY SECOND | NSTALMENT, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, March 3 (Bernanmm) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimsaid today the second instal nent of the one-nonth bonus for
civil servants for last year will be paid next nmonth as prom sed.

"(There is) no delay...the Cabinet has endorsed that," Anwar, who is
al so Finance Mnister, told reporters, here.

He said the Cabinet had agreed that paynent for the second instal nent
of the bonus would be made in April as agreed in the 1998 Budget.

Earlier today, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said the
bal ance of the one-nonth-salary bonus for civil servants, due in April
woul d be paid as long as the government was able to do so.

Dr Mahathir was responding to reporters who approached himon the
matter during his visit to the Linkokwing Institute of Creative Technol ogy
in Petaling Jaya.

Dr Mahathir said he would leave it to Anwar to decide on the matter

The prime mnister said: "Bonus is not delayed pay, bonus is given when
we have enough incone.

He said it was wong for sonme people to think that the bonus was a
right.

"A bonus is not a right, but is (sone sort of) returns based on our
contribution (to the organi sation or conpany) and which the situation
allowed for it to be paid out.”

The prime mnister said if bonus was regarded as a right, then it would
just be del ayed paynent.

In such a case, bonus would not serve as an incentive, he said.

Meanwhi | e, Congress of Unions of Enployees in the Public and G vil
Service (Cuepacs) deputy secretary-general Abdul Rahman Manan wel coned
Anwar' s statenent.

He sai d Cuepacs had expected the governnent to pay the bonus as
prom sed.

He al so said that Cuepacs would officially present to Public Services
Department (PSD) Director-General Tan Sri Dr Mazl an Ahmad as soon as
possi bl e the proposal that its nenbers contribute RMLO or one per cent of
their bonus to help in the country's econom c recovery.

The contri bution was to show that nenbers of the civil service also
cared about the economc problens that the country was faci ng now, he said.

Cuepacs had not received any objections fromits nmenbers to the
proposal which was nmade at the neeting of the congress' committee on Feb
16, he added.

Anwar, when tabling this year's budget |ast Cctober, announced a
nmont h'' s bonus or a m ni num paynment of RWMF00 for all civil servants except
those in the top managenent group from Superscale C officers onwards.

The first instalnent of the bonus was paid | ast Decenber.

This was the fifth tinme that the government had given bonus to civil
servants, including police and mlitary personnel, in recognition of their
contributions to national devel opnent and wel | - bei ng.

The first was in 1993 when 850,000 civil servants were rewarded with a
hal f - mront h bonus or a m ni rum of RW00.

The foll owi ng year and 1995, the quantum was one nonth's salary or a
m ni rum of RM500.

Again in 1996 a nonth's bonus or a mninumof RW/00 for the | owest
i ncome group was paid out. -- BERNAMVA
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