25/ 09/ 1998
Book col | ecti on canpai gn extended by anot her nonth

Ahmad Suffian

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Rural Devel opment Mnistry will extend its book
col I ecti on canpai gn whi ch ends on Sept 30 by another nonth, as it has yet
to reach its target of one mllion books.

Its Mnister, Datuk Annuar Musa, said the poor response was probably due
to "a |l ack of awareness” anong the public and private sectors on the
benefits of the canpaign towards rural fol k and their children

"Qur objective is to set up 1,100 reading corners at |onghouses,

r oadsi de cof f eeshops, conmunity hall s and ot her areas where villagers and
youths |i ke to congregate, to encourage themto acquire the reading habit.
"By all owing themeasy access to reading naterial, the Mnistry hopes

t hey woul d be eager to seek nore know edge to devel op thensel ves. "

The canpai gn was | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad i n August and it was supposed to end on Sept 30. However, the
M nistry has decided to extend it to Cct 31

Speaki ng at a book presentation cerenmony organi sed by Universiti
Mal aya' s co-operative bookshop today, Annuar said know edge was an
i nportant requisite for the devel opnent of an indivi dual

"The physi cal devel opnent of rural areas can be carried out with
sufficient allocation of funds but the devel opnent of its residents can
only be achi eved t hrough the i ncul cati on of know edge. "

He said as | ong as the Mal ays hel d steadfast to negative val ues, they
coul d not devel op thensel ves to becone a progressive race.

"Negative habits |i ke hangi ng out at coffeeshops, playing draughts and
ganbling until the early hours of the day and bei ng i nvol ved i n soci al
ills, should be di scouraged. |nstead the Mal ays should incul cate the
reading habit as a daily activity."

Educat ed Mal ay yout hs are al so needed for the successful inplenmentation
of the Mnistry's poverty eradi cation and Desa Wawasan progr ammes
t hroughout the country.

"These programes are neant to uplift the living standards of rura
residents and it needs the co-operation of everyone including the
respective villages' community devel opnent and safety conmittees.

"At the nmonment, agricultural land in rural areas have becone idle while
the i npl enentati on of our devel opnent progranmes are sol el y dependant on
Gover nnent agenci es.”

Over the past five years, he said the Mnistry had nanaged to set up 189
reading corners - well belowits target of 1,000 centres, due to | ack of
al l ocation to build proper libraries.

"We faced difficulties obtaining funds and pernission to construct the
bui | di ngs as the process took very long. This tine, we intend to seek the
co-operation of every individual, private conpani es and conmerci a
establishnents, to contribute towards this beneficial cause

"There are many agenci es, publishing houses and printing conpani es whi ch
have st ocks of unsol d books and outdated editions lying in their
war ehouses, whi ch can be contri buted t owards t he canpai gn.

"What is the use of books if they are not read? It woul d be best to
donat e t hese books for rural residents to read."

At the cerenopny, Annuar received 3,000 books fromRoyal Professor Ungku
Abdul Aziz, who is also chairman of Universiti Ml aya's co-operative
bookshop.

In his speech, Ungku Aziz said one way to encourage rural Ml ays to



acquire the readi ng habit was by maki ng books easily avail able to them

"Books are an inportant instrunent to create thinking mnds."

Once books are easily available in rural areas, the residents will be
encouraged to read themand di scuss its contents.

"This will be a start towards inculcating the habit to seek further
know edge to i nprove onesel f."

Ungku Azi z sai d al though the country was gearing itself to enter the
i nformati on technol ogy era, conputers could never replace books as a
source of know edge and for reading pl easure.
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