24 SEP 1998
Annuar - Book
BOOK DONATI ON CANMPAI GN EXTENDED

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 24 (Bernamm) -- The nati onwi de book donation
canmpaign will be extended by a month to end of next nmonth to achi eve the
target of 1 mllion books, Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Annuar Misa
sai d today.

He cited lack of publicity by the nmedia as one of the reasons for the
poor response to the two-nonth canpaign originally scheduled to end this
nont h.

Hence, the publicity would be stepped up, he told reporters after
recei ving 3,000 books worth RMLO, 000 from Koperasi Kedai Buku Universiti
Mal aya, here.

The book donation campai gn was | aunched by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad with the aimto collect 1 million new and used books for
distribution to | onghouses, estates, old fol ks homes and drug
rehabilitation centres.

Annuar said the ministry's aimto have another 200 rural libraries in
addition to the 800 existing ones by the end of the year would be realised
if the 1 million books target was net.

Annuar cal |l ed on conpani es and governnent publication agencies with
unsol d book stock to donate to the campaign

He al so hoped that the states would step up the campai gn as sone of
them had not even started the collection

He said 162, 252 books had been collected so far, excluding bul k
collections fromcertain institutions and agenci es.
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