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Book provides insights into PMs thoughts on NEP

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s book, "The Way Forward, "
has shown that the nodel used by Mal aysi a has succeeded i n bringi ng about
political stability and racial unity, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd
Naj i b Abdul Razak sai d yesterday.

"W have shown t he outside world that we can nmake Mal aysi a a successfu
country and provi de a nodel different fromthat of other countries.

"Because of the success of the New Economic Policy (NEP), the current
econormi c crisis was not viewed through the racial angle,” Najib said when
| aunchi ng t he book in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

"The Way Forward" addresses the rational e and necessity for the NEP, as
well as putting forth the future direction of Ml aysi a.

"The NEP is seen differently by different people. Whatever the vi ews of
others, tous, it has provided political and social stability and this has
been tested through tine.

"The NEP has fundamental | y changed the preconcepti ons of Ml ays and
ot hers on Mal ays, especially interns of their involvenent in business as
well as in the fields of education, nmedicine and technol ogy.

"The NEP has shown t hat success need not be achi eved t hrough unbridl ed
neritocracy, as this is not the only path for nation building. Rather it
is the stress on neritocracy and excel | ence, tanpered with socia
engi neering that coul d provi de a nuch nore sustai nabl e devel oprent in a
mul tiracial society," Najib said.

The book is the Prine Mnister's second nonunental book, after the
"Mal ay Dil emma". The book, published by Wi denfel d & Ni col son was | aunched
i n London by forner British prine nminister Baroness Thatcher early this
nmont h.

It is acollection of five essays of Dr Mahathir's views on the NEP from
vari ous perspectives.

Naji b described Dr Mahathir as a "transformati onal |eader”, often
regarded as the higher stage of |eadership

"Atransformational | eader has the ability to transformsociety and a
nation to a greater plain.

"He (Dr Mahathir) is soneone who has transforned the Malay nmentality,
the Mal aysi an mentality and the Asian nentality, resultingin successes of
t he Mal ays, the Ml aysi ans and the Asi ans,” he added.

Dr Mahat hir, he said has played a pre-em nent role in presiding over
Mal aysi a's success. "I would argue that there i s no conclusion to be drawn
for Dr Mahathir as his whole |ife has been devoted to Ml aysi a.

"The Way Forward" he said, not only encapsul ates the t houghts of the
Prime Mnister but also the struggle and vision of a nation, which woul d
like to achieve all the good things associated with prosperity.
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