25/ 01/ 1998

Bosni ans say thanks wi th giant card

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Fifteen Bosnian children today signed a gi ant Hari
Raya card i n a show of appreciation to Ml aysian fam |ies who have host ed
their stay here since 1993.

About the size of a door, the blue-coloured card carrying the words
Baj ram Mubar ek Gsl um or Sel amat Hari Raya, addressed to Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and t he peopl e of Mal aysia, will be handed
tothe Prine Mnister on the first day of Hari Raya.

The event was organi sed by the SAL Goup of Colleges in Seri Kenbangan,
near here.

SAL G oup chairman Abdul Rashid Abdul Ghani said the card not only
represented the heartfelt appreciation of the 15 children but al so of
ot her Bosnians in Malaysia and in other parts of the world.

| mam Saki b Sal eh, the conmunity | eader of the 16 Bosnian families
resi ding near the area, said he would |li ke to thank all Mal aysi ans for
gi vi ng t he Bosni ans shel ter since war broke out in their country in 1992.

Meanwhi l e, the children, aged five to 13, repeatedly said Sel anat Har
Raya, and spoke in fairly fluent Malay - having spent nore than six years
anmong Mal aysi an children and | earni ng their custons.

For 11-year-old Daud Sharif, the Mal aysi an way of cel ebrating Hari Raya
wi th open house has taken over his nmenories of how Hari Raya was
cel ebrated in Bosni a.

"Tak bol eh ingatlah (Can't renenber)," was his response when asked how
Hari Raya was cel ebrated i n Bosni a, al though he sai d he preferred Bosni a
due to its cooler climate.

Merisa Senad, 11, said she would not m nd cel ebrating Hari Raya at any
of the two countries although she m ssed having all her fam |y nmenbers
present on the first of day Syawal.

The children al so received duit raya of RM20 each and sonme goodi es from
t he group.
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