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"Boycott will cause forests to be cleared for agriculture

Badr ul H sham Mahzan

KUALA LUVMPUR, Thurs. - Producer countries will be in a better position to
undert ake sust ai nabl e managenent of their forests if major devel oped
consumer markets provide greater access and higher value to tinber
products.

However, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d Mal aysi a was
agai nst unilateral action taken by the major markets to restrict or
boycott the use of tropical tinber.

Such actions, he added, would only render the forests useless as a
source of incone and cause the forests to be cleared for agricultural and
ot her purposes.

"I'n short, restriction on trade in tinber products will not help to
reduce deforestation in the devel oping countries,” Dr Mahathir sai d when
openi ng the I nternational Tinmber Conference 1998 today.

Al so present were Primary |Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng
Yai k and his deputy Dat uk H shamuddi n Tun Hussei n.

For sustai nable forest nmanagenent, the Prime M nister said countries
woul d have to forego potential wealth and pl ough back consi derabl e
resources into the forestry sector.

"Poor countries cannot be expected to do this unassisted. Besides, if
they are providing a carbon sink for the world, including for the rich
countries, it is only right that there should be cost sharing between t hem
and the rich countries."

The Prime M nister said the situation had becone even nore necessary as
some of these countries had been nmade poorer through the activities of
traders fromrich countries.

He added Mal aysi a had established its own fund for the purpose of
carrying out activities related to sustai nable forest managenent but the
campai gn agai nst tropical forest was depriving the country of revenue
needed to sustain the fund.

"In this regard, | would like to urge the devel oped countries to re-
affirmand put into action the conmmtnents to provide concrete assistance
to devel oping countries to achi eve sustai nabl e managenment of their forest
resources."”

In addition, sustainable forest nanagenent shoul d be pronoted through
mut ual | y supportive trade and environnmental policies.

"Mal aysia i s convinced that an international forest convention wll
provi de the necessary | egal framework for ensuring an equitable,
transparent and conprehensi ve nechani smthat bal ances sustai nabl e forest
managenent, bi odiversity and econom c growth."

The Prime M nister also said such a convention could renedy the probl ens
of legal uncertainty and | ack of predictability currently faced in
i nternational regul ation of global forestry.

"W accept that forests are no | onger just a source of tinmber. They al so
play an inportant role in regulating the climate and in the absorption of
carbon di oxi de and ot her wastes.

"They are al so a source of biodiversity and contribute towards nmedicina
val ues."

Hence, Dr Mahathir added that the greatest challenge in the next century
woul d be to strike a bal ance between the need to conserve forests for
environnmental protection and biodiversity, while trying to neet the need
for living space as well as tinber as a source of incone for poor



countri es.

The Prime Mnister said Mal aysia was one of the strong proponents of a
nmor e open econony and greater cross-border flow of capital and trade.

However, he added that cross border flows, liberalisation and
gl obal i sation should contribute towards equitable distribution of wealth
for all.

Dr Mahathir sai d devel oped countries should allow nore roomfor the
devel oping countries to adjust thenselves and to pursue national goals
effectively before forcing upon themliberalisation neasures which they
are not yet prepared for.

"I amglad to note that the initiatives undertaken at the Asean, Wrld
Trade Organi sation and Asia Pacific Econom c Corporation neetings have | ed
to the dismantling of tariff barriers for tinber products.”

However, he said the recent forced lifting of restrictions on the export
of unprocessed tinber in order to liberalise trade had resulted in reduced
i ncones for tinber exporting countries.

"l npoverishing countries through certain neans al so have the effect of
forcing themto export unprocesssed, |ow val ue-added tinber in order to
earn forei gn exchange."

( END)
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