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JOHOR BARU, Sat. - Ml aysia and Si ngapore vowed to inprove bilateral ties
and pledged to step up co-operation, especially to overcone the region's

econom ¢ probl ens, as they formally opened their second road |ink today.

Prime M nisters Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and Goh Chok Tong, in
their speeches, stressed the need for closer col | aboration duringthe
regi onal econom ¢ downturn and t he i nportance of cl ose bil ateral
rel ations.

Following the multi-religious blessing at the opening cerenony of the
1.9-kmbridge over the Johor Straits, the two | eaders hailed the "friendly
rel ati onshi p" and "cl ose co-ordination and co-operation" they shared.

"Despite the recent hiccup inrelations, | amvery heartened to note
that the economic turnmoil that is affecting the region has, in fact,
brought us cl oser together," Dr Mahathir said.

Goh sai d: "The Second Link is not just another great engi neering feat.

It is a symbol of a new phase in Ml aysi a- Si ngapore rel ati ons."

They said the project - the culmnation of three years' coll aboration
bet ween the private sectors of both countries - would not only serve to
strengthen ties but al so serve as the "bridge" to carry both countries
into the 21st century.

"Mal aysia values its links with Singapore and has al ways regarded
Si ngaporeans as friends," said Dr Mahathir.

"I ook forward with great optim smand confi dence to even cl oser co-
operation between us," he said.

Goh said the opening of the Second Link during this period of regional
economni ¢ turbul ence showed that co-operation was the way to go.

"The construction itself is testinmony to the achi evenents that we can
attain by putting our hearts and m nds together," he said.

The two | eaders al so signed a plague and cut a ribbon to mark the
of ficial opening in a cerenony held on the bridge overl ooki ng the
Si ngapor e skyli ne.

The cerenpbny was w t nessed by over 2,000 guests, including Dr Mahathir's
wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S. Samny
Vel | u, Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdul | ah Badawi , Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed
Ham d Al bar, Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassi n,

Informati on M ni ster Datuk Mohamad Rahmat and Johor Menteri Besar Dat uk
Abdul Ghani O hman.

The Si ngaporeans i ncl uded Ms Goh, National Devel opment M ni ster Li mHng
Ki ang, Foreign M nister Prof S. Jayakumar and Conmuni cati ons M ni ster Mah
Bow Tan.

Spanni ng nearly 2km the Second Li nk was opened to traffic on Jan 2 this
year and took nine years to materialise.

Construction only started in March 1994 and Li nkedua (M Bhd, the
devel oper and concessionaire, built the 1. 7km Ml aysi an portion at a cost
of RMB63 million.

Si ngapore spent S$800 million (RML.9 billion) on the renaining 0.2km
portion of the bridge and related facilities.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Si ngapore was Mal aysi a' s | eadi ng Asean tradi ng part ner
and the new bri dge woul d go a | ong way toward enhanci ng t hat partnership.

"I amconfident it will play a pivotal role in facilitating econom c and
i nfrastructure devel opment i n Singapore and Mal aysi a. I ndeed, | can say it
will literally act as the bridge to carry our two countries into the 21st



century," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the bridge was also a triunph for Asean as it was a
testinony of successful regional co-operation.

The Second Li nk, he said, was a new and i nportant bridge in the national
and regi onal hi ghway systemand woul d serve as a catal yst for devel opnment
by virtue of its extension to Singapore.

"I't will help open up new growth areas around Johor Baru and towns
further north, and facilitate the rel ocati on of selected industries within
the region.”

Referring to recent "hiccups” in bilateral relations follow ng Seni or
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew s renmarks about Johor and the raising of the re-
mer ger i ssue by Singapore | eaders, Dr Mahat hir said:

"Frequent consul tati ons have made us nore aware of sensitivities and the
probl ens we face.

"Of greater inportance is the fact that it has nmade us nore aware of the
strengt hs that both possess and how t hese can be harnessed for the benefit
of our peoples."”
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