16/ 10/ 1998
Bridging info gap with students' help

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - In a bid to bridge the information gap and provide
an accur at e assessnent of Mal aysi a and ot her Asi a Pacific Econom ¢ Co-
operation countries, Apec | eaders and captains of industry attending the
groupi ng' s busi ness sumit next nont h woul d be i ntervi ewed by Ml aysi an
and American students and the intervi ews beaned to menber economi es.

The interviews are al so bei ng conducted with the ai mof conbi ning | ocal
t echnol ogi cal capability with human resource devel opnent, especial |l y t hat
of the younger generati on.

The exercise, involving 16 to 18-year-old students, will be organi sed by
t he Apec Busi ness Sunmit Organi sing Comrittee together with the Miul ti nedi a
Devel oprrent Cor poration (MDC) and an Aneri can educati onal progranme cal |l ed
Virtual Trade M ssion (VTM.

The event will be called the Apec MSC-VIM @ obal Interviewand ntv7 wll
be the official anchor channel for the interviews.

The interviews will be conducted in the vicinity of the business sunmmit
to be held at the Putra Wirld Trade Centre fromMNov 14 to 16.

At a Press briefing today, co-chair of the organising conmttee Dr
Shafiq Sit Abdull ah said the event woul d showcase t he i nportance of
econoni ¢ and techni cal co-operation which would foster a greater
under st andi ng of the sensitivities and priorities anong Apec countri es.

The programre i s expected to generate strong i nterest anong the 1, 500
hi gh-1 evel del egates expected and w de recognition for Malaysia's efforts
during its year as chair and host for Apec.

Sone of the dignitaries whomthe organisers will be inviting to be
i nterviewed i nclude Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, US
President Bill Cinton, US Commerce Secretary WIliamDal ey, President
Eduardo Frei of Chile, New Zeal and Prine M nister Jenny Shipl ey,
International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z,
chai rman and presi dent of Bank of Chi na Wang Xuebi ng, US securities firm
Morgan Stanl ey chairman John S. Wadworth, United Parcel Service chairnman
and chi ef executive officer James P. Kelly and Avon I nternati onal chairman
Andrea Jung.

M ni stry of Energy, Tel ecommunications and Posts secretary-general Datuk
Nur ai zah Abdul Hami d, who was al so present, said a nulti-pronged
t echnol ogy- based approach whi ch i ncl uded broadcasti ng nedia and t he
Internet would be used for the event.

"The G obal Intervieww Il clearly denonstrate that Mal aysia, as chair
of Apec 1998, is committed to the devel opment of gl obal comunity projects
such as this. It is an enduring pl atformupon which future Apec sumits
will be able to | ook back on the KL Sunmt as one which i naugurated a
genui ne effort to build a comunity founded upon shared val ues across the
Pacific.

"This new Pacific generation will be one of enlightened individuals,
sensitive to the different values, the rule of law, and traditional
consi derations of societies in the newglobal village."

The interviews woul d be conducted in relay from9amto 3pmon each day
of the business summit.
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