16/ 01/ 1998
Dr M Candessus to be briefed on situation

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d yesterday Internationa

Monetary Fund (I MF) managi ng director M chel Candessus will be briefed on

Mal aysi a's economic situation as well as the problens faced by the country
during his two-day visit here.

Candessus, who arrived in Ml aysia yesterday, is expected to neet Dr
Mahat hi r today.

"W want to give himour views," he told reporters in Kuala Lumpur
yesterday after chairing the National Information Technol ogy Counci
neet i ng.

The Prinme Mnister was asked on the purpose of the I MF chief's visit to
Mal aysi a al t hough the Governnent had repeatedly said that it will not seek
| M= s assistance to resolve its econonic probl ens.

"Previously, he (Candessus) had attended our conference ... he had al so
given ne a chance to speak at his conference on the problemfaced by
Mal aysi a and ot her countries as well," he added.

Dr Mahathir was invited to the | M/ Wrld Bank neeting | ast Septenber
whi | e Candessus had attended the Association of South-East Asian Nations
(Asean) Finance Mnisters' Meeting in Kuala Lunpur | ast Decenber.

He is a frequent visitor to the region and is currently on a tour of
several Asian countries ainmed at tackling the economic problens in the
regi on.

He flew into Kuala Lunmpur after an overnight stay in Jakarta yesterday
and will be leaving for Singapore today.
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