28/ 10/ 1998

Bringing together all |ocal aerospace firns

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Governnent is bringing together all |oca

aer ospace conpani es in the country so that they do not duplicate each
other's activities, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday.

"They can be under one consortiumor one conpany. W are trying to bring
themtogether so that we don't waste efforts in duplicating...each one of
t hem doi ng the same thing

"They wi || now be brought together. That's what we hope to do," he said
inreply to questions at a Press conference after opening the Heli-Asia
'98 exhibition at the M nes international exhibition and convention centre
in Sungai Besi here.

He was asked about the "blueprint for the aerospace industry in
Mal aysi a" whi ch was unveil ed at the Langkawi I nternational Maritinme and
Aer ospace exhibition in Langkawi | ast Decenber

Anong ot her things, the blueprint |ists 45 recomendations to pilot the
i ndustry's take-off.

One is to "consolidate various light aircraft manufacturing conpanies
into asingle entity either through a nerger or the formation of a
consortiumto be call ed Consortiumfor Light Aircraft and Systens | ed
preferably by an entrepreneur with expertise in aerospace/aviation

Anot her reconmendation is for the establishnent of "alarge consortium
tolead Malaysia's entry into systens i ntegration” whichw |l consolidate
the nation's investments in |arge aerospace-rel ated systens such as
airport facilities, RVAF' s weapons systems and Mal aysia Airlines' flight
sinulators into a single entity.

The Prine M nister was al so asked i f Mal aysia had plans to build its own
hel i copter.

He said this woul d be realised one day. The country would try to obtain
technol ogy fromforeign countries

Earlier, in his speech, the Prine Mnister called on "the big nanes" in
the i nternational helicopter industry representedinthe exhibitionto
"not only |l ook at the market place created by an exhibition of this kind
but also at the scope for manufacturing your products in this country."

Dr Mahathir said the country | ooked ahead to the day when Heli-Asia
woul d feature made-in-Mal aysi a helicopters.

In wel com ng the foreign participants to the exhi bition, Dr Mahathir
said they had chosen to conme to Malaysia at a very difficult tine.

"It is a noment of history when the support of our friends is nost
tinely and will be renenbered. "

Heli-Asia 98 which runs until Oct 29, is being organi sed by Shephard
Conf erences and Exhi bitions Sdn Bhd.

Its chief executive of ficer Al exander Shephard, and executive director
Brig Gen (Rtd) Datuk MuslimAyub were present at the openi ng cerenony.

Al'so there was Lord Sinmon G enarthur, the chairman of the British
Hel i copt er Advi sory Board. Anmong the guests were key nenbers of the
aerospace and avi ation i ndustry fromhere and abr oad.

The Prinme Mnister later visited the booths in the exhibition hall for
about an hour.
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