03 MAR 1998
Brit ai n- Econony
BRI TAIN COVWM TTED TO HELPI NG ASI A OVERCOVE ECONOM C CRI SI S

KUALA LUMPUR, March 3 (Bernanmm) -- Britain and Europe will continue to
be engaged with Asia in its efforts to overconme the current econonic
crisis, British Mnister of State for Foreign and Commonweal th Affairs
Derek Fatchett said today.

In a statenent issued in London before | eaving for Kuala Lumpur,
Fatchett said he wanted to discuss with Mal aysi an | eaders the econom c
i ssue and how it could be taken forward at next nmonth's Second Asi a- Europe
(Asem) neeting in the British capital.

He hopes to neet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad and
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw .

"I amkeen to denonstrate that Britain and the rest of Europe wll
continue to be engaged with Asia. W are strongly committed to assist in
resol ving the current economc and financial difficulties in the region,"”
he said in the statenent, a copy of which was nade avail able to Bernama
t hrough the British H gh Conmi ssion.

Several Asian econonies have been nmired in financial and econom c
probl enms stemring fromthe sharp deval uation of their currencies agai nst
the US doll ar.

Fatchett will be com ng as the personal em ssary of British Prine
M ni ster Tony Blair and the special representative of the European Union
(EU) Presidency.

He is expected to report personally to EU foreign mnisters on the
out come of his discussions with Dr Mahathir and Ml aysian mnisters.

Fatchett will also visit Indonesia, Singapore and Thail and. -- BERNANA
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