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By: Wan A Hul ai m

LONDON, April 4 (Bernama) -- The British governnent has offered to
assi st Mal aysi an students in financial difficulties due to the ringgit's
depreci ati on.

The offer was nade by British Prime Mnister Tony Blair to Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad during their bilateral neeting Friday.

A simlar offer was conveyed by Foreign Secretary Robin Cook to his
Mal aysi an count erpart Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi when they al so net
for a bilateral neeting.

Dr Mahathir and Abdul l ah are in London attendi ng the Second Asi a- Europe
(ASEM neeti ng.

The offers, made by two senior nmenbers of the British cabinet, were the
first indication of the interest shown by Britain to hel p Mal aysi an
students in the face of the current econom c downturn.

Some British universities with high Ml aysian student enrol nent had
of fered to reduce the fees for students facing financial problens.

"Both Prine Mnister Blair and Foreign Secretary Robin Cook said they
val ued very much the fact that Ml aysia was sending its students to Britain
because this help pronbte better relationship between the two countries as
wel |l as bring benefits to both sides,” Abdullah told a news conference.

Abdul I ah said in his discussions with Cook on the situation in
Bosni a- Her zegovi na, he (Cook) said that he would like to attend a
conference in Kual a Lunpur in August on the managenent of ethnic relations
with reference to the Ml aysi an experi ence.

In another bilateral neeting, German Foreign Mnister Dr Kl aus Kinkel
told Abdullah that his country would like to increase its foreign direct
i nvestrments (FDIs) in Ml aysia.

Dr Ki nkel expressed his synpathy for what was happeni ng on the econom c
and financial front in Ml aysia and |Indonesia but was convinced that " we
woul d recover because our fundanentals are strong,"” Abdullah said. --
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