28/ 03/ 1998
British expertise to help country cope with environnental disasters

Joseph Bi ngkasan in London
THE British Government is sending six Fire Varrior fire-engines and a team
of trainers to help Mal aysi a deal with environmental disasters.

Forei gn Secretary Robin Cook said the fire-engines woul d be depl oyed to
areas nost in need, particularly small towns and rural areas where fires
could add to the haze probl em

The nove is part of an initiative on environnmental disaster nmanagenent
for Sout heast-Asian countri es announced by Cook at a Press conference on
Thur sday.

Al so present were Mal aysi an H gh Comi ssi oner Datuk Am r Jaafar and head
of the European Comi ssion office in London Geoffrey Martin.

Cook had earlier officially handed over two of the fire-engines to Anmr
inaceremony witnessed by Stratchcl yde Fire Brigade's Firemaster John
Jameson

The teamgoi ng to Mal aysia, continuing Stratchclyde's 30 years of
association with Malaysia's Fire Servi ces and Rescue Departrment, will also
i nstruct volunteer auxiliary fire-fighters on the use of the fire-engines.

This initiative, already approved in a preparatory neeting, will be
endorsed by Asia-Europe Meeting | eaders at their summt here next week.
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad will be heading the
Mal aysi an del egati on.

Asked why the fire-engi nes were sent to Mal aysia when the fires that
caused the haze | ast year occurred i n I ndonesi a, Cook said t he depl oynent
of the fire-engines and trainers to Mal aysia shoul d not be construed as
suggesting that |ast year's haze originated fromMal aysi a.

"I't should be nmeasured in ternms of transfer of technol ogy and technica
knowhow in fire-fighting to avert fires that will cause environnental
di sasters in the future," he said.

Cook said the initiative, for which STGL million (RV6 million) had
al ready been earmarked for this year, woul d be managed by t he European
Comunity's Humani tarian Office.

The countries involved in the Echo progranmme i nclude Mal aysi a, Vietnam
I ndonesi a, the Philippines and Thail and.

Echo pl ans to nake avail abl e substantially nore funds for the schene in
the future.

The aimis to train officials, groups and individuals at the | ocal
governnent and comunity | evel in disaster managenment, covering fires
fl oods, earthquakes, typhoons and pollution fromtoxic substances.

"Last year's fires in Southeast-Asia brought home to all of us the
i npact of environnental change on the daily lives of mllions.

"This initiative is an excellent response to a growi ng problem" Cook
sai d.

"It is an exanpl e of practical diplonmacy and partnership at work and one
that will make a real difference to the lives of people in the region.
ampl eased to be able to launch this in the run-up to the Asi a- Europe
Meeting. "

On the currency problemin Asian countries, Cook said there would be a
separate di scussion on the matter at the Asemsumit.

He added, however, that whether or not there woul d be a separate
statement on the natter woul d depend on the outcone of the discussion

"I't will be discussed early in the summit," he said.

Cook sai d di scussion on the currency crisis in Asia was al so i nportant



to Eur ope as what happened in this side of the world had al so affected
Eur opean countri es.
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