04/ 03/ 1998
British Mnister of State to meet Dr Mover region's wes

Joseph Bi ngkasan in London

BRI TI SH M ni ster of State Derek Fatchett will nmeet Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t his week to di scuss the possibility of creating
newinitiatives to solve the financial problens in Southeast Asia.

Fatchett, who | eft on Monday for a four-country tour as British Prinme
M nister Tony Blair's special representative, is |eading a high-powered
British Government team

He told a Press conference at the Foreign and Conmonweal th Office here
on Monday that he will also neet Deputy Prine Mnister and Fi nance
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand Foreign M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad Badaw .

Fatchett left for Bangkok before proceeding to Mal aysia, |ndonesia and
Si ngapore. He i s al so the speci al representative of Britain's presidency
of the European Union during his neeting with Governnent | eaders of the
four Asean nenber countri es.

The visit is also a mission for Fatchett to neet |eaders of the
Gover nnents of Mal aysi a, Thail and, Singapore and | ndonesi a to di scuss
matters that will be deliberated at the forthcom ng Asi a Eur ope Meeti ng.

Dr Mahathir will be anong t he Asi an heads of Governnent attendi ng the
two-day neeting beginning April 2 at the Queen Elizabeth 2 Conference
Centre here. Asian countries attending are Brunei, |ndonesia, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Singapore, Thail and, Vi etnam China, Japan and Kor ea. Europe
will be represented by the countries of the European Union.

Fatchett said he hoped not only to bring nessages fromthe European
Uni on in connectionwith the financial problens to Ml aysia, Thail and,

Si ngapore and I ndonesia but alsotolistento strategi es taken by | eaders
of the four countries to tackle the problem

"I will report the outcome of this visit to the European Uni on Foreign
M ni sters nmeeting i n Edi nburgh on March 13. The report will be tabl ed at
the Asem 2 summit."

Meanwhi l e, the third Asia Europe Busi ness Forumwi || be held at the
Brewery Conference Centre here on April 2 and 3.

The forumbrings together senior industrialists, financiers and
Government officials fromall the Asemcountries to di scuss neasures to
i nprove and i ncrease busi ness between the two regions.

The forumw ||l aimto increase the role of the private sector in
det erm ni ng and strengt heni ng Asi a- Eur ope economic |inks and identify key
i ssues and obstacl es facing trade and i nvest nent.
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