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Bui | di ng an environnent for e-commerce

A NATI ONAL structure nmust be put in place to provide strategic direction
to oversee t he devel opnent of the entire spectrumof el ectronic conmerce,
or E-Commerce

International Trade and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
t he structure shoul d cover the necessary physical and admi nistrative
infrastructure that provi des the environment for e-conmerce activities

"l ssues bei ng addressed (here) include the | egal and regul atory
framework for I nternet transactions, security and privacy consi derati ons,
mar ket access for suppliers over the Internet and the question of
intellectual property,"” she said on Saturday.

Raf i dah added that the i ssues were al so of gl obal concern and therefore
Mal aysi a must be actively involvedin any global initiatives to establish
t he necessary ground rul es for e-comrerce.

The M ni ster was speaking at the soft [aunch of the Internet Wrld
Mal aysi a 1998 exhi bition and conference at the Kual a Lunpur Tower.

"E-conmer ce provi des that opportunity and avenue to establish
net wor ki ng, normal |y not possible to realise, and enabl es producers and
exporters to showcase their products and services tothe world at | arge. "

On this note, she urged the | ocal business and industrial communities to
rai se the | evel of their awareness about the potential of e-commerce to
strengthen their conpetitive advant age.

Meanwhi | e, Meckl er medi a Cor porati on managi ng director for Asia, M chael
Westcott, said several venture-capital conpanies fromthe Silicon Vall ey,
US, would be invited to deliver talks at the Internet Wrld Ml aysia 1998.

"We will alsoinvite themto see and gauge the capability of prospective
| ocal conpanies at the exhibition," he added.

Internet World Mal aysia 1998, which will be held at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre fromSept 17 to 19, will be officially opened by the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad. About 50 nul tinational and | ocal
conpani es dealing with the | atest technologies in both the Internet and
Intranet are expected to take part in the event.

The exhi bition and conference, themed "Living in the Internet
Revol ution", is also ai ned at educating t he busi ness, governnent and
educational communities about the Internet and how it could be used to
t hei r advant age.

It will be jointly organi sed and nmanaged by Meckl ermedi a and Di gi tal
Conference Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Utusan Mel ayu (Mal aysi a) Bhd.
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