25/ 05/ 1998

Co-operating with Aussies in building and property sector

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Malaysia will work with Australia to devel op the
buil di ng and property industry in this country, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir
Mohamad sai d.

The Prime Mnister said the devel opment would fit the technol ogi cal
dermand of an I nfornation Age econony.

Dr Mahathir said this in the progranme book for participants of the
first Malaysia-Australia buildingindustry convention, | NTAbuild Mal aysi a
1998, at Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel.

The conventi on was organi sed by the Housi ng | ndustry Associ ati on of
Australia and t he Housi ng Devel opers Associ ati on of Ml aysi a.

The Prime M nister said technol ogy was t he backbone of Mal aysia's
devel opnent, where opportunities arising fromthe Miltinedi a Super
Corridor were tremendous with great i npact on the infrastructure sector.

He said the convention was a prem er event for Ml aysians and
Australians inthe industry to interact and forge newstrategic al liances.

The industries include property, construction, engi neering,
architecture, industrial technol ogy, products and busi ness devel opnent.

"Let this be one that will bring together the experts to deliberate upon
strategies to further devel op the buil ding and property industry," he
sai d.

Australian Prime M nister John Howard, in his statenent in the progranme
book, said the convention provi ded an excel l ent vehicle for Mal aysi an and
Australian conpani es to share informati on on new buil di ng systens,
products, and processes.

He said the Australian Governnent was conmitted to the devel opnent of
efficient and i nnovative i ndustries, including the building and
construction sector, which had i ncreasi ngly becone a gl obal industry.

The four-day convention was attended by sone 1, 300 Mal aysi an and
Austral i an homne-buil ders.

It ended tonight with a dinner attended by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Ja' af ar and the Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Naj i hah.

At the dinner, arepresentative of the Australian honme-builders told the
New Straits Tines that Australians were keen to work with their Ml aysian
counterparts to build houses, including |owcost ones, in Mlaysia.

Housi ng I ndustry Associ ation Limted comuni cati ons manager Kevin
Randal | said participants were eager to participate in the industry in
Mal aysi a.
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