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Buil ding for a new global era

THE Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC) has been described as one of the

bol dest projects around; over-anbitious even. But when the world's nost
powerful information technology (1 T) m nds decide that thereis reason to
sit down together and chart the progress of a project |ike the MSC, it
suggests that there nust be quite a bit of potential there that nobody
shoul d or coul d i gnore. Wen these I T general s speak their m nds and said
they are quite i npressed by what they have seen, then there nust be nore
than just a bit of prom se.

Take their word for it. The nenbers of the International Advisory Pane
(1 AP) of the MSC, who hel d their second neeting in Cyberjaya yesterday
after the inaugural California gathering |last year, said they are
confident, optimistic, bullish, i npressed, encouraged and i nspi red, anong
ot her things. BCE I nc chief executive officer Lynton Wl son, while noting
that it is difficult to predict the future of any hi gh-technol ogy venture,
said he is i mpressed by steps taken by the MSC representatives and has
full confidenceintheir ability to inplenment the project. Mtorola Corp
chai rman Gary Tooker said his conmpany, which has been investing in
Mal aysia for a quarter of a century, sees the MSC as inportant not only
for this country but also as a project that is likely to affect howthe
i ndustry wor | dwi de noves forward. Sienmens AGvi ce president Axel Hass said
he sees a big acconpli shnent in the progress of the MSC conpared with a
year ago. Hass finds that there is a very clear segnentation of what
shoul d be done, with the various projects under the MSC havi ng been very
wel | defined.

What is clear is that despite the horrifying ride the econony has been
taki ng, the prom se and prospects of the MSC are not jeopardi sed. None of
the | AP nenbers or the conpani es they represent have been forced to
reconsi der or reviewtheir plans to invest in the Corridor, and they are
not advi sing anyone to do so. The thunbs-up fromthe industry |eaders
shoul d be seen as a signal for those who have not nade up their mnd that
t he Mal aysi an project is going full speed ahead. The Gover nment has said
that the MSC is a top-priority project that will not be affected by its
expendi ture cut, which has seen many maj or infrastructure projects being
def erred.

The fact that only slightly nore than half of the 44-strong | AP was
represented at the neeting (25in all: 13 nenbers attended and 12 ot hers
sent their representatives) is not a factor that should overly concern
prospective investors or excite detractors of the MSC. Al ready, 103
conpani es have been accorded MSC status, with 80 having started
operations. The Governnent and the | ocal private sector are committed to
spend at | east RWR5 billion under the Seventh Ml aysia Plan (1996-2000) on
ITand rel ated activities. The support shown by the Governnent, especially
by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, refl ects Mal aysia's
seriousness in maki ng the MSC anot her Ml aysi an success story.

Wth MSC, Malaysia is not only tal ki ng about providing incentives to wo
the investnent dollar fromtop | T conpani es worl dwi de, but al so creating a
conduci ve environnent for themto research and devel op products for the
next mllennium The Corridor is not just an industrial zone; it is a 750
sq kmmul ti medi a products and servi ces hub where the world's ITrivals and
allies will operate and, like in the Silicon Valley, where their
devel opnent i s protected by the Mal aysi an Governnent. The MSC is al so not



just a place to work and make noney, but al so the zone to devel op the
expertise for the future. Multinedia universitieswill bring together sone
of the best ITintellects to ensure that Ml aysia and t he conpani es
operating at the MSC will have a constant supply of experts and manpower.

But with all the promi ses and prospects, the MSCwi |l still need the
necessary support of Mal aysi ans t hensel ves. Their willingness and ability
to grasp this newfield and meet the future challenges of IT wll
det erm ne whet her Mal aysi ans will end up benefiting, as they should, from
the MSC. True, as Dr Mahathir once said, we are not buil ding the MSC for
oursel ves but for a new global era. But if Ml aysi ans share none of the
vision of the MSC or the confidence of the | AP nenbers, the MSC m ght
still develop into an international hub but benefit only the gl obal
i nvestors and busi nessnen and not the ordi nary Ml aysi an.
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