11 JUL 1998
Ganes- Conpl ex
DAZZLI NG OPENI NG FOR BUKI T JALI L NATI ONAL SPORTS COWPLEX

KUALA LUMPUR, July 11 (Bernama) -- To the fanfare of trunpets and
danci ng | aser beans, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad opened the Nati ona
Sports Conplex in Bukit Jalil here tonight to catapult Malaysia into the
ranks of a world-class sports infrastructure nation and a future d ynpics
host .

In two nonths' time, the RMBOO million world class conplex will serve
as the hub of the 16th Conmonweal th Games here from Sept 11 to 21, which
wi |l be opened by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar and cl osed by the
Head of the Conmmonweal th, Queen Eli zabet h.

The dazzling opening cerenpny, televised "live" by RTM was staged in
the jewel of the conplex, the 100, 000-capacity nmain stadi umthat was
of ficially naned Stadi um Nasi onal by the Prime M nister.

Dr Mahat hir al so announced the nanmes of other facilities at the
conpl ex, Stadi um Hoki Nasional, Pusat Akuati k Nasional, Pusat Skuasy
Nasi onal and the indoor stadiumas Stadi um Putra.

The indoor stadiumfor netball and | awn bowl s centre at the Bukit Kiara
Sports Conplex in the outskirts of the federal capital and | ocated about
20km fromthe National Sports Conplex were called Stadi umJuara and Pusat
Bol i ng Padang Nasi onal respectively.

After watching a pop concert featuring one of the biggest ever
gatherings of local artistes and groups led by diva Ella, and H ndi singer
Sudesh Bhosl e of India, Dr Mahathir signed a plaque at the base of a giant
"keris" structure outside the main stadiumto comenorate the occasion.

Earlier in the evening, the Prime M nister conmi ssioned the Star Light
Rail Transit (LRT) systemat the Sukan Negara Station in the Bukit Jali
Nati onal Sports Conplex. The Iink fromthe city to Bukit Jalil is the main
transport artery and is expected to ferry thousands of sports fans to the
compl ex to watch the Commonweal th Ganes and ot her events in the future

Al so present at the cerenpbny were the Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand
his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail and Youth and Sports M nister
Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin. The 120-hectare conplex was built by United
Engi neers (M Bhd in exchange for the | and where Stadi um Merdeka and
St adi um Negara are located in the heart of the city.

The Bukit Jalil conpl ex, about 20km south of the capital, marks the
com ng of age of Ml aysian sports. It had taken 25 years to realise the
dream of a national sports conplex nooted by second Prime M nister Tun
Abdul Razak in 1973

The crowd began streamng into the stadiumearly and were entertained
by a pop concert that began at 5 pm

Dr Mahathir arrived at the conplex by taking the LRT ride fromthe
Jalan Sultan Ismail LRT station. He took over the wheel of the train m dway
and was driven fromthe station to the grand entrance of the main stadium
by an NGV- powered taxi devel oped by Petronas.

As he entered the arena of the stadium nine athletes | ed by tenpin
bow ing darling Shalin Zulkifli, who was holding a lit torch, jogged up to
the WIP box. The other athletes were | awn bow ers Nor Hashimah Ismail and
Mohd Effendy Tan Abdul | ah, netballers Siti Afizah Mohd Noh and Wng Mee
Yee, tenpin bow er Ben Heng, |ong junper Mhd Zaki Sadri, wonan wal ker
Anast asi a Karen Anne Raj and weightlifter Mohaned Hi dayat.

Dr Mahathir received the torch from Shalin and proceeded to light a



specially constructed cauldron in front of the WIP box before declaring
open the conpl ex.

As the sounds of the "rebana ubi" reverberated through the stadi um
20, 000 bal I oons were rel eased, |laser rays swirled inside the oval -shaped
stadiumand fireworks soared into the air

On a stage in the centre of the field, Ella broke into a Ml ay
rendition of the catchy "Standing in the Eyes of the World".

The song was specially conmposed for the occasion by Ml aysi an conposer
Wah Idris and singer-conposer David Gates of the now defunct Bread fame as
atribute to the Prine Mnister and ot her Mal aysi an | eaders for taking
Mal aysia to the world stage.

Dr Mahathir was presented with a mnmusical score of the song, a sketching
of the main stadiumand a replica of the key to the main stadi um as
souveni rs.

For the next hour, Dr Mahathir joined the rest of the crowmd to watch
the pop concert kicked off by M Nasir

The Prime Mnister, his deputy and their wives went on stage to join
Ella and Ning Baizura to sing "Standing in the Eyes of the Wrld" to big
appl ause fromthe crowd.

The other artistes who made it a dazzling night to renmenber included
Siti Nurhaliza, Ziana Zain, Nora, Canellia, former Search vocalist Any,
Awi e, Jay Jay and the Rai han and | nnuendo groups.

The facilities at the conplex will undergo tests for the Commobnweal th
Ganes in five sports -- track and field, aquatics, squash, gymmastics and
men' s hockey.

The Asi an Squash Chanpi onshi ps began at the squash centre today while
the main stadiumwi |l be the venue for the Ml aysian Open athletics
chanpi onshi ps tonorrow, which has attracted 11 foreign teans including
Conmonweal th countries Australia, New Zeal and, Singapore, Muritius and
Br unei
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