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Ganmes-Bukit Jalil (Special Report)
BUKI T JALIL OPENS NEW ERA | N SPORTI NG EXCELLENCE

By: Ali Manat

KUALA LUMPUR, July 11 (Bernama) -- The opening of the National Sports
Conmplexs in Bukit Jalil and the sinmultaneous namng of its five key
facilities by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today nmarks yet
another mlestone in Malaysia's efforts in striving for sporting excellence
and devel oprent .

The five key components, |ocated on a 120-hectare site, are the Miin
Stadi um I ndoor Stadium Sw nmng Conpl ex, Squash Stadi um and Hockey
St adi um

They are anong the venues for the 15 sports to be contested in the 16th
Commonweal th Ganmes from Sept 11-21.

In conjunction with the opening, Dr Mahathir will also name two ot her
Ganmes venues -- the Netball Stadium and Lawn Bow s Conplex, both in the
Bukit Kiara Sports Conplex which is situated about 20km from the Nati onal
Sports Conpl ex.

Bef ore opening the complex, Dr Mahathir will l|aunch the Light Rail
Transit (LRT) System 1 at the Bukit Jalil station. The RVR3 million station
links Bukit Jalil with the LRT station in Jalan Sultan Ismail, about 12km
away.

Dr Mahathir boarded the LRT at the Jalan Sultan Isnmail station for a
24-minute ride to Bukit Jalil.

Apart from providing public transportation in the city, the service is
al so part of the support services carrying passengers fromthe station to
Bukit Jalil, particularly during the duration of the Kuala Lunpur '98.

The National Sports Conplex will be officially opened in a grand
cerenony which will take place at the Main Stadium an athletics and
football stadiumwhich is considered to be ultra-nodern with a capacity of
100, 000 spectators, covered by a round roof shaped like a ring and equi pped
with nulti-coloured seats representing the colours of the national flag
"Jalur Gemlang."

Based on the latest figures fromthe Mnistry of Youth and Sports, the
revi sed cost for the construction of the Main Stadium |ndoor Stadi um and
the Swi mmi ng Conplex is RVBOO million.

The I ndoor Stadium has 16,000 seats. It can acconmodate nore spectators
than the actual nunber of seats in the stadiumas 3,000 of the seats can be
di smant | ed.

Apart from being the venue for several sporting events, including
gymmastic for Kuala Lunpur '98, the stadiumwhich is equipped with a
four-sided scoreboard can al so be used for exhibitions or stage shows.

The fully-covered Swi mmi ng Conpl ex has 4,000 seats, incorporating a
10-1 ane swi mm ng pool of dynpic standard, a diving pool and an eight-I|ane
pool for training.

The Squash Stadium built using German technol ogy, has 10 courts for
singl es which can be altered into eight doubles courts and a main court.
The stadiumwas built at a cost of about RMR5 million.

The RW4 nillion Hockey Stadi um which had been upgraded in My, can
acconmodate 12,000 spectators. The stadi um had been tested during the
qual i fying rounds for the Wrld Cup Hockey in March.

Meanwhi |l e, the Bukit Kiara Lawn Bowl s Conpl ex which has five natural
grass greens has seats for 1,500 spectators, while the I ndoor Netball
St adi um has a seating capacity for 1,000. The Bukit Kiara Sports Conpl ex
was built at a cost of RVR4 million.



Many foreign visitors who had come earlier to see the preparations at
Bukit Jalil for the Kuala Lunpur '98 were inpressed by the beauty and
maj esty of the conmponents of the National Sports Conpl ex.

They felt Ml aysia has succeeded in creating a well-equi pped sports
i nfrastructure which may nmake it possible for the country to becone a
| eadi ng sporting nation of the future.

An Australian journalist who visited Bukit Jalil recently was confi dent
that with such good sports infrastructure, Malaysia will not only becone
t he best ever host of the Commobnweal th Ganmes, but may also be able to
groom many sportsnen of international standard in the near future.
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