21/ 03/ 1998
Buki t Merah devel oper to noderni se Kg Sel anat

K. Kal ai
TAKI NG young, rural children by the hand to face t he onsl aught of the
nodern world i s a manmot h soci al task, even a delicate one.

For the villagers of Kanpung Sel amat in northern Perak, those first
steps are being neasured by nothing | ess than an enissary of this
i ncreasingly technol ogy-driven society.

Enkay Hol di ngs G- oup, which is undertaking the construction of the
adj oi ni ng Bukit Merah Laketown project in Kerian, through its
subsi di ari es, has "adopted” the village in an effort to bring about
soci al, econom ¢ and educational benefits toits residents.

Under t he adopti on schene, Enkay woul d provi de free school tuition
conmputer classes as well as on-the-job training for the villagers.

Students are al so brought on trips to Kuala Lunpur to broaden their
out | ook and expose themto the chal |l enges of nmodern |iving.

The vil |l agers understand that the pl an does not proni se i nstant change;
just opportunity.

The adoption programme is the brainchild of the group's executive
chai rman Dat uk Must apha Kamal Abu Bakar, al so known as Dat uk Enkay.

Must apa Kanmal said his group's contributionwas inline with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned's Vision 2020 to turn Ml aysi a
into a devel oped nation

"Devel opi ng the Bukit Merah Laketown with anpl e busi ness and j ob
opportunities will see the vision come true to a certain extent," he said.

He sai d Enkay was concerned about elim nating poverty and hel ping to
rai se the rakyat's standard of 1iving.

"There are three stages to the adoption progranmmre i n Kanmpung Sel amat ,
the first being creating a greater awareness and confi dence anong t he
villagers," he said.

Projects carried out under this stage were gotong-royong exerci ses,
educational visits and the extension of financial aid to the needy.

"For the short-termphase, which is slowy being inplenented, job
opportunities such as handicraft and nursery activities are bei ng provi ded
for the villagers."

For the long-term Sekol ah Rendah Kebangsaan Kanpung Sel amat' s educati on
st andards and achi evenments as wel |l as those of secondary students
attendi ng schools inthe vicinity, are being upgraded.

"There is a seven-year programe (from 1995 to 2002), which includes
tuition classes for pupils fromYear Three to FormThree, " Mist apha Kama
sai d.

SRK Kanpung Sel anat headnast er Mohanmad Rafiai Mohanad Dahamwas happy
with the group's contribution towards the school's physical and
educati onal devel opnent.

He said the pupils' performance in the Uian Penilai an Sekol ah Rendah
(Primary Five) was i nproving with Enkay's tuition classes.

"Better results were seen in overall passes in the English, Mathematics
and Sci ence papers," he said.

Wth 76 houses and a popul ati on of 400, Kanmpung Sel amat i s al ready
showi ng signs of turning into a nodern vill age.

In the past, nost villagers farmed for a |living. Nowthe younger
generation has increasingly turned to factories for work.

One of the village's ol dest residents, Jimah Ahnmad, 71, said she was
happy to know about the plans to devel op the village



Ji mah, who spent her younger days tapping rubber, said it was kind of
t he Enkay group to contribute to the devel opnent of her kanpung.
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