08/ 12/ 1998
"Bulldog' light trainer aircraft gets newlease of life in the sky

Azr ani Rustam

LANGKAW , Mon. - The Kedah Flyi ng Associ ati on has saved one of the best
light trainer aircraft frombeing reduced to a nmere display in the Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force nmuseum and has given it a new lease of life in the
Mal aysi an ai r space

The Bul | dog B100, a 200 hor sepower two-seater airplane which was used by
the RVAF for training of its fighter pilots, was decomm ssioned in 1995
and replaced by newlight training aircraft, namely the Aerotiga MD3-160.

Fifteen of the planes were left idle at the RVMAF Kepal a Bat as base and
sone were bound for the nuseum when the Kedah Flying C ub intervened and
requested the planes to be given to them

Club captain Lt-Kol Shanmsuri Alias said the idea to take the planes was
mooted as the club saw the Bulldog was still capable of flying.

"There were still many aircraft spares |left and the planes were stil
good for flying."

In March, the club took over eight of the planes, four of which are on
di splay at the Langkawi Air Carnival 98.

The Bul | dogs have been anpong the star attractions of the carnival wth
their yellowand-red livery - the colours of the Kedah fl ag.

The plane al so took centrestage yesterday as it led the fly-past which
was w tnessed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad during the
carnival's opening.

One of the three planes that led the fly-past was fl own by Departnent of
Cvil Aviation director-general Datuk Zaini Onar.

Shamsuri said three nore Bull dogs woul d be given to the club next year

"W are using the planes for general traning purposes of our menbers. At
the nonent, we have eight active students training for the Private Pilots
Li cence. "

He said since the RMAF had still nany | eftover spares when the Bull dog
was deconmi ssioned, the cost of maintaining the aircraft was | ow and t hey
only needed to pay for general maintanence and aviati on gas.

The club al so hopes to increase its fleet and set up a flying acadeny
soneday.
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