23 APR 1998

BURKI NA FASO PRESI DENT ACCORDED CFFI Cl AL WELCQOVE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Burkina Faso President Blaise
Conpaore who arrived yesterday for a five-day state visit was accorded an
of ficial cerenonial welcone at Parlianment Square here today.

He was greeted on arrival by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar. Al so
present was Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

The national anthens of both countres were played and the African
| eader was accorded a 21-gun sal ute.

Conpaore al so i nspected a guard- of - honour nmounted by 107 officers and
men fromthe First Royal Malay Reginment |ed by Mej Romai nor Mohamad.

He was later introduced to Cabinet mnisters and nenbers of the foreign
di pl omati c corps.

Dr Mahathir and Conpaore will hold del egation-level talks in the
af t er noon.

Tuanku Ja'afar will grant an audi ence to Conpaore this evening before
hosting a state banquet in his honour at |stana Negara tonight.

Burkina Faso is a former French administrative district on the southern
fringe of the Sahara and has a population of 9.5 mllion.
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