19/ 03/ 1998

Cabi net adopts several anti-haze neasures

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net today deci ded on several inmrediate
measures to tackl e | ocal sources of air pollution, such as forest fires
and open burning, to prevent a recurrence of the haze.

It has drawn up a progranmme whi ch, anong others, calls for building up
the country's fire-fighting capability and for district authorities to act
i nredi at el y on open burni ng.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng said
t oday t he Gover nnment was concerned about the | ocal sources of pollution
and felt the country should do its best to prevent the haze.

Due to the urgency of the matter, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbhamad had even suggested that the Royal Malaysian Air Force sell off
several of its helicopters to buy special fire-fighting aircraft.

"The air force may have several helicopters which are not frequently
used and whi ch can be sold. The noney can be used to buy aircraft from
Russi a.

"The Governnent is very serious intrying to prevent the haze.
Sacrifices will have to be nade," Lawtold reporters after the Cabi net
neeti ng.

The Cabinet felt the country should | ook to private firns or overseas
for training and acquiring equi pnent to upgrade the fire-fighting
capability.

Law sai d the Governnent could borrow or rent fire-fighting equi pnent

The National Security Division w |l be the | ead agency in i npl ementing
t he programe.
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