06 MAY 1998
Envi r onnent - Act
CABI NET OKAYS DRAFT AMENDMENTS Al MED AT CURBI NG OPEN BURNI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- The Cabi net has approved the draft
anendnments to the Environnental Quality Act (EQA) that stipul ate that
| andowners and occupiers alike are responsible for open burning activities
on their |and.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng said
today that under the anendnents, the fine for open burning would al so be
i ncreased from RMLOO, 000 to RVb0O, 000. The anmendnents will be tabled at the
on-goi ng Parliament sitting,

"They will be given a chance to defend thenselves in proving that the
open burning is not intentionally caused by them they didn't give their
approval (to start it), or the malicious act is done by sonmeone el se.

"They shoul d al so prove that inmediate actions are taken to put out the
fire the nonent they know about it," he told reporters after attending the
weekl y Cabi net neeti ng.

Under an initial plan, the Departnent of Environnment (DOE) had proposed
to take action only against | andowners for open burning activities.

Law said Section 44 of the EQA woul d al so be anended requiring the DOE
to get a consent letter fromthe prosecutor before proceeding with
prosecuti on.

This was to harnmonise it with the Federal Constitution, he said.

The m nister said the authorities detected 264 cases of open burning
t hroughout the country fromApril 8 till yesterday.

They happened in forests (103 cases), plantations and secondary jungles
(72), construction sites (12), dunpsites (32) and industries (45).

Law al so said the Cabinet had issued a directive that all high-rise
buil dings be installed with water sprinkler systemthe soonest possible to
hel p keep the anobunt of particulate matters in the air and tenperature |ow

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad even suggested that
fountains be built at disused mning pools to bring down the | evel of dust
and tenperature at certain places,” he said.

Law said a test conducted using a sprinkler systemat the Kuala Lunpur
City Centre yesterday showed that particulate matters could be reduced from
seven to 90 per cent depending on their sizes.

He said 7,115 litres of water sprayed for 53 mnutes fromthe 44th
floor of the Petronas Twi n Towers had managed to bring down tenperature in
the vicinity by five degree Cel cius.

The mnister said a sinmlar test mght be conducted at the Kuala Lunpur
Tower before next Wednesday.

He al so said a neeting with non-governnmenal organisations (NG3) woul d
be held on May 12 to see how they could hel p the governnent in tackling
probl enms |ike open burning and snmoky environnent affecting the country.

On another matter, he said satellite inages of six water catchment
areas in Selangor had been forwarded to Dr Mahathir, Deputy Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Velly and
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Onmar.

Law said the photos, taken on Jan 28 | ast year, would enable the
concerned authorities to check the extent of devel opment taking place in
t hose areas which could have an affect on rainfall especially with the
current water crisis.
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