30/ 04/ 1998

Cabi net “yes' to National Water Counci

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net today approved the establi shment of a
Nati onal Water Council whichwill jointly plan and devel op the country's
wat er resources with State Governnents, Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu said. Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will chair the
counci | whose nenbers will conprise Menteris Besar and Chief M nisters and
several ministers

"Almost all the States have agreed to the setting up of the council,”
Sany Vellu told reporters after openi ng the annex of the Sekol ah Rendah
Jeni s Kebangsaan Castl efield in Puchong, near here.

"We'll hold discussions as soon as possible."

The establishment of the council did not nean the Federal Governnent
woul d be taking over States' water rights, Sany Vel lu said.

"The Federal CGovernnent is not taking over the water rights of any
State. But when one State buys water fromanother, the buyer-State will
have to pay. We'll fix the rates and fromwhere water can be taken."

Setting up the council did not require any anendrment to t he Federa
Constitution, he said.

On the council's inaugural neeting, Samy Vel lu sai d he woul d di scuss
with the Prime Mnister a suitable date for it.

He said that at the ministry's weekly meeting today he had directed the
Publ i c Works Departnent director-general to prepare a working paper for
di scussion with the Menteris Besar and Chi ef Mnisters.

Sany Vel lu said the ministries involved woul d al so hold a neeting soon
and the out cone woul d be tabled at the council's inaugural neeting.

Respondi ng to a question, the Mnister deni ed that the Sel angor
Wat er wor ks Depart nent had al | owed si phoni ng of water fromfire hydrants.

"lI've asked the departnment to investigate and take action. This is |ike
stealing water."

Sany Vel |l u sai d he had recei ved feedback that tankers had si phoned wat er
fromfire hydrants in renote areas and sold themfor RVb600 to RML, 000.

At anot her function, Sany Vel lu said supplying water to reservoirs with
| ow wat er | evel was not a good idea.

He said this was because there were no avail abl e resources fromwhi ch
the water coul d be punped out.

"It would be too costly to punp water into the reservoirs. It is cheaper
to treat the water and transport it to the hones,"” he told reporters after
attending a vari ety show organi sed by the MC s Sri Sabah Baru branch to
rai se funds for the party's education arm the Maju Institute of Education
Devel opnent .

Samy Vellu, who is also MC president, said whatever nethod was carri ed
out to overcone the present water shortage probl emaffecting severa
States was "the correct solution."”

He said this when asked to commrent on a letter to the NST on Tuesday by
a reader fromPetaling Jaya

Inthe letter, Dr Fadhlullah Suhai mi Abdul Ml ek had suggested t hat
i nst ead of using tankers to supply water, the water shoul d be punped into
reservoirs to nmaintain water | evel and | ower the cost of operations.
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