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Asean- Abdul | ah
CANMBCDI A EXPECTED TO JO N ASEAN BY YEAR END

By: E Sivabal an

HANO , Dec 15 (Bernamm) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi hinted today that Canbodia will be adnmitted into Asean by end of the
nmonth at a special cerenony here

"It will be a New Year gift (for Canbodian Prine Mnister Hun Sen)," he
said when briefing Ml aysian journalists on the Sixth Asean Summit which
opened here today.

Earlier, Vietnanese Prine Mnister Phan Van Khai announced that the
Asean | eaders have decided to adnmit Canbodia as the grouping's 10th nenber.
Khai said they have instructed their foreign mnisters to organise a

speci al adm ssion cerenony in the Vietnanese capital

When asked if Canbodi a woul d be admtted here tonorrow at the end of
the two-day sunmit, Abdullah said it was unlikely as it would be too late
to make the preparations.

He said it was up to Singapore Foreign Mnister S.Jayakumar, as
Chai rman of the Asean Standing Conmittee, to decide when to hold the
cer enony.

"We hope that the cerenony will be held as soon as possible,” Abdullah
sai d.

Abdul | ah said now that the Asean | eaders have agreed to adnmit Canbodi a
in Hanoi, there should be no nore problens.

"We don't have to delay the matter further,"” he said.

On today's summit neeting, Abdullah said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad brought to the attention of the | eaders the different |and
laws and | and administration in each nenber state.

Abdul | ah sai d Asean nenber states nmay standardi se aspects relating to
their land laws to further facilitate investnents.

He said today's w de-rangi ng di scussi ons anong the | eaders on econom ¢
and financial matters, anong other things, were directed at enhanci ng
cooperation and unity in Asean.

"The Asean | eaders displayed excell ent understandi ng anong thensel ves
and did not let differences stand in the way of of their discourse,”
Abdul I ah added.
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