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By: Abdul Rahman Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- Canbodia's entry into Asean will be
decided at the Sixth Asean Summit in Hanoi next nonth, Foreign Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said today.

He said its admi ssion into the ni ne-nenber regional grouping would
depend on the devel opnents in the country between now and the formation of
a legitimte governnent.

"After the governnent has been fornmed, Asean nenber nations wll make
an objective assessnment of the situation and a report will be submtted to
t he heads of governnent,"” he told reporters after the Asean Consultation
Counci| neeting here chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

He said the Asean | eaders agreed unani mously at the neeting that they
shoul d "wait and see" whether a governnment could be formed or otherwi se in
Canbodi a before deciding on its entry.

"It is crucial that a legitimte government is formed first,"” he said,
addi ng that Asean had not set a deadline for Canbodia to join the grouping.

Abdul | ah said the | eaders al so expressed their appreciation to the
Canbodi an Ki ng Prince Norodom Si hanouk for his mediation efforts between
Prinme M nister Hun Sen and Prince Norodom Ranariddh to forma coalition
gover nnent .

Canbodi a was excluded fromentering Asean al ong with Myanmar and Laos
at the annual informal Asean Summit here | ast year due to political
uncertainties in that country.

Asean conprises Brunei, Philippines, Indonesia, Mlaysia, Singapore,
Thai | and, Vi etnam Manmar and Laos.
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