19/ 11/ 1998
Canpai gn condemi ng US veep

Mar hal i m Abas; Adri an Davi d

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Barisan Nasi onal Youth today | aunched a signature
canpai gn supporting Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s

| eader shi p and condemming the United States | eaders' arrogance and

i gnorance of the actual situation in Ml aysia.

The novenent al so handed over a protest letter to the US enbassy,
expressi ng anger and i ndi gnati on over the "hypocritical, sarcastic and
arrogant” remarks made by US Vice-President Al Gore at the Asia Pacific
Econom ¢ Co-operation Business Summit di nner on Monday.

Its acting chief, Datuk H shamruddi n Tun Hussei n, called on Mal aysi ans
togotothe Putra Wrld Trade Centre to sign a protest petition at the
Bari san Nasi onal Youth Secretariat.

The secretariat will operate round-the-clock to attend to those wi shing
to sign the petition, he told a Press conference.

He said the public could also call the secretariat at 03-4419011 to
voi ce di sgust towards Gore's renmarks on the exchange rate control adopted
by Mal aysia, and his support for the so-called "reform' novenent.

They coul d even call the enmbassy at 03-2489011 to register their
di sgust.

Gore cane under fire fromMal aysians for insulting the country and
interferinginits internal affairs, and was al so rapped by foreign
| eaders attending the Apec Leaders' Meeting for his renmarks.

H shanmmuddi n said the action foll owed a consensus by the Bari san
Nasi onal Youth | eaders who deci ded agai nst marching to the enbassy and
hol di ng a denonstration but instead, to hand over a protest letter.

"Al though, we knowit will be a futile exercise since Gore will not
apol ogise or retract his remark, we felt that it will be nore effective
than resorting to a street protest," he said.

"The actions of Gore and US State Secretary Madeline Al bright over the
past few days have tarni shed our i mage and challenged the rule of lawwi th
their hypocritical and doubl e standards, " he sai d.

On the setting up of the "hotline" secretariat, H shammuddin said it
foll owed the overwhel mi ng cal Il s by Mal aysi ans, who wanted to voi ce their
grievances at the US | eadership

Later, he led a five-menber del egation to hand over the protest letter
to the enbassy's deputy chief of mssion Anna Borg at its prem ses about
4. 15pm

He was acconpani ed by MCA Yout h chi ef Dat uk Chan Kong Choy, M C Youth
secretary-general Datuk Nel son Nat han, Gerakan Youth secretary-general Lum
Weng Keong and Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak Youth chi ef Joseph Entul u.

Prior to | eaving, H shamuddi n and t he Bari san Nasi onal conponent youth
| eaders net about 100 supporters who waved mniature national flags while
gathering at the foyer of the Umo headquarters at the Putra Wrl d Trade
Centre.
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