13/ 08/ 1998

Canpai gn to boost reading stepped up

PENANG Wed. - Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon today appeal ed for
donati ons of books for the benefit of the people, especially the younger
generation, living in rural areas.

He said the availability of books was often taken for granted in the
ur ban areas whi ch had many book resources |i ke stores and good |ibraries.
But those living in rural areas often | acked good readi ng nateri al .

Koh sai d there was no questi on about the i nportance of reading and
i ncul cating the readi ng habit, especially anbng t he younger generation, as
readi ng was the key to know edge and skills.

He said even with the arrival of the Information Technol ogy age where
the computer and the Internet were becom ng popul ar, books woul d conti nue
to be an i nportant source of know edge for at | east a few decades.

He was | aunchi ng a book donati on canpai gn organi sed by the State Rural
Devel opment Council at the Dewan Sri Pinang.

During the canpaign to be held until Cct 6, the council hopes to collect
at | east 100, 000 books for distributionto rural libraries and reading
centres.

Those wi shing to donate books can drop themoff at collection centres
set up at all Petronas service stations or any Pos Mal aysia office in the
St at e.

The campai gn, | aunched simultaneously in all States today, is a follow
up of the national-1evel canpaign | aunched by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad | ast week.

Koh | aunched t he canpai gn by first donating two piles of books fromhis
personal library, and then receiving book donati ons fromot her donors
i ncl udi ng Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Mohd Shariff Omar who is al so
canpai gn chai rman, State Executive Councillors, and representatives of
vari ous organisations.

Meanwhi | e, Mohd Shariff said donors shoul d ensure that the books t hey
donat ed woul d benefit those who read them
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