12/ 10/ 1998
Canpai gns to boost tourismto be stepped up next year

Patri ck Sennyah

SEREMBAN, Sun. - Allocations for tourismpronotion canpaigns will be

i ncreased next year inlinewith the Government's efforts to boost the
i ndustry.

Culture, Arts and TourismM ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said this was
inlinewththe call by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad to
all States to increase efforts in pronoting this sector.

He said a special neeting chaired by Dr Mahathir woul d be held on
Tuesday to further discuss these efforts.

He said the Government sawthe need to intensify efforts to pronote
tourismas there was a 13 per cent drop in the nunber of tourists | ast
year conpared to the previous year.

"I'n 1996, a total 7.1 mllion tourists visited the country conpared to
only 6.2 mllionin 1997," he told reporters after launching Visit Negri
Senbi | an Year 1999 at the Serenban Municipal Council hall yesterday.

Al so present was Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Sanmad and his
wi fe, Puan Seri Hazi zah Tum n and State Culture, Arts and Touri sm
Commi tt ee chai rman Dat uk Lil ah Yassin.

Sabbaruddin said the drop in tourists was due to various factors
i ncl udi ng the Coxsacki e B out break and the haze probl em

"We also hope toinvite foreign journalists to the country next year to
of fer themfirst-hand knowl edge on the many spl endours of Mal aysia and t he
benefits of spending their holidays here," he said.

On Visit Negri Senbilan Year, he said the State had a lot to offer in
terms of its unique cultures and interesting tourist destinations.

Mohamaed | sa said tourismprojects in the State which had been post poned
as aresult of the present econonic situati on woul d be revived as soon as
t he econony i nproves.

He said this was necessary to ensure | ocal tourist destinations were
capabl e of neeting the demands of tourists and were able to conpete with
facilities offered in other countries.
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