02/ 10/ 1998
Canada to attend Apec summit in Novenber

Zainul Arifinin Otawa, Canada

CANADI AN Prine M nister Jacques Chreteinwill attend the Asia Pacific
Economi ¢ Co-operation Econom ¢ Leaders Sunmit in Kual a Lunpur next nonth
despi te suggestions that he stay away foll owi ng the detention of former
Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand several others under
the I nternal Security Act.

A spokesman for his office said on Wednesday that he woul d be in Kual a
Lumpur and during that occasi on woul d rai se Canadi an concern over the
arrests with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohaned.

Earlier in the day Canada's Secretary of State for Asia Raynond Chang
told reporters that perhaps Apec 21 nenber econom es shoul d consi der
novi ng the neeting to anot her country.

The purpose was to show di spl easure over the arrests, as well as to
ensure the safety of visiting heads scheduled to attend the neeting,
followi ng fears of street protests during the neeting, fromNov 14-18.

Canada had i ssued statenments expressing concern over the arrests and
detention under the | SA, and the cl anpdown by the authorities on
denonstrations by Anwar's supporters.

"We al ready expressed our views on (the arrest of) Anwar. | don't think
he will be protected by Canada refusing to go to Mal aysia," sai d Fi nance
M ni ster Paul Martin who was al so questioned by reporters on the matter.

He was referring to all egations of police brutality agai nst Anwar during
his detention. The matter had been wi dely reported by the Canadi an Press.

Last week Australian Deputy Prinme M nister Ti mFi scher al so brought up
t he suggestion that the Apec neeting be noved to protest Anwar's arrest.
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