18 SEP 1998
Ganes- Boxi ng (Wap Up)
CANADI ANS RULE OKAY I N THE RI NG

By: Azhar Ghazali

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 18 (Bernamm) -- It was a day and ni ght of joy and
heart breaks at the Shah Alanmis Ml awati Stadi umas the 16th Commonweal t h
Ganmes boxing conpetition enters its vital round to determ ne the finalists
for all the 12 categories.

Starting later than usual at 2.45 p.m today in view of the Friday
prayers for Miuslinms, the heart-pounding action went deep into the night
with | ocal hero Sapok Bi ki booking the first ticket into the final

Si mul t aneously, Sapok al so wote Ml aysia's boxi ng history by becom ng
its first ever boxer to qualify for the final and effectively securing at
| east a silver for a nation that is not known for its boxing prowess.

Hol di ng high a portrait of the Ml aysian Prine Mnister, Sapok
attributed his victory to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and
fell ow Mal aysi ans.

"I"lIl be very happy if the Prine Mnister could here at the finals. It
will definitely spur ne even nore," said Sapok, whose joy, was, however,
soured by the defeat of his team mate Adnan Yusoh

Adnan was the first to break into tears. Believing that he had won,
Adnan was quick to celebrate at his corner. Hi s joy evaporated seconds
| ater when the referee rai sed the hand of his opponent, Tanzania's M chael
Yonba.

Canada' s Andrew Kooner, so dominant in earlier rounds, was next to cry
after losing closely to Cameroon's Hernman Ngoudj o 16-17. Kooner's defeat,
however, had little effect on Canada's show of supremacy at the Ml awati
St adi um

Wth six boxers in the finals - Jereny Mdlitor (67kg), Mark Sinmons
(91kg), Marty O Donnel, M chael Strange (63.5kg), Scott MG ntosh (71kg)
and Troy Amps (81kg) - | ooked set to repeat its four-gold feat at the
Victoria Ganes.

Victoria Ganes gold nmedalist Strange, Mdlitor, O Donnel, Amps and
Si mons | ook good bets for gold. MaG ntosh, however, |ooked to face an
uphill battle with a final confrontation agai nst England' s Chris Bassey.

Bassey was in superb formin his bout against Scotland s Jaxkie
Townsl ey. He was on his way to record the highest points scored in the
conpetition after entering 43 points agai nst five.

The referee, however, decided to stop the fight seconds before the end
of Round 5 to prevent further injury to Townsl ey.

Engl and' s Audl ey Harrison was the other superb performer in the
sem final round, knocking out Justin Whitehead in Round 3, setting up a
clash with M chael Macaque of Mauriti us.

It was a black day for Australia when all its boxers - Janes Swan
(57kg), Casey Johns (63.5kg), Justin Witehead (91+kg) and Lynden Hoski ngs
(67kg) -- failed to nmake the finals.

The stadium s gates were open for free entrance but the announcenent
was perhaps a little too late to make any strong inpact. About one-eighth
of the 10, 000-seater were filled, nostly by stadi um personnel and Sukom
vol unt eer s.

There woul d al so be no charge for the finals on Sunday although the
good seats would be given to those with tickets. -- Bernama
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