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Cel ebrating Prophet's birthday in joyous nood

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prophet Miuihanmad' s birthday was cel ebrated in a
j oyous nood today al t hough on a noderate scale, with calls to enul ate the
Prophet's i festyl e and teachings.

Thened Kesej aht eraan Negar a Tanggungj awab Kita (Nati on's Harnony, Cur
Responsi bility), some 12,000 Muslins took part in the procession from
Dat ar an Merdeka to Panggung Anni versary here.

Atotal of 250 contingents representing government departnments and
agenci es, institutions of higher | earning, religious bodies, non-
government al organi sations, private sector and school s di spl ayed banners
and joined in a march past.

Later, at Pusat Islam the cel ebration began with a Quran recital by
M mi Munawar ah Abdul Majid, who recently won the National Primary School s'
Quran Readi ng Conpetition

Present at the cerenony were Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, M nister inthe Prine Mnister's Derpartnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d
O hman, Institute of Islamc Advancenent Ml aysia director-general Brig-
Jen (rtd) Datuk Abdul Ham d Zai nal Abi din and several Cabinet M nisters.

Making the call at the Maulidur Rasul gathering, Dr Mahathir told
Muslinms to go back to basics and foll owthe exanpl e set by the Prophet
Muhanmad i f they wanted to be successful inlife.

In conjunction with the celebration, the Prinme M nister presented the
Maul i dur Rasul award to 10 peopl e i ncl udi ng a non-Mislim from governnent
and non-governnental organisations for their services and contributions to
soci ety.

They were Kapt Suhai di Saad, Sarjan Megjar Abdul Latif Harun, Norsiah
Saod, Ml Nayan Sal | eh, Sai m Abdul Aziz, Mhd Noh Mohamad, Hussin Abd
Ham d, Aziz Ismail, Miniandy Dorai sany and Mohd Orar Yaakob.

They received a plaque and certificate each.

The five best groups under various categories for the procession were
the Primary I ndustries Mnistry (public sector), the Silat Cekak
Association (NGGs), City Hall (statutory bodies), Tenaga Nasi onal Ber had
(private sector) and the National Skills Institute (for the institutions
of hi gher | earning category).

In Sibu, the Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Zai di Adruce Muhamed Noor
urged Muslins to be sensitive and wary of outside el ements out to disrupt
the country's econony and unity.

"As Muslinms, we nust defend and | ove our country. We nust make efforts
to showthat we are responsi bl e citizens, always prepared to support the
Governnent we el ected," he said during the rally.

In Negri Senbilan, the Regent Tunku Naqui yuddi n Tuanku Ja' afar j oi ned
Miuslims in the cel ebrations at the Serenban Muni ci pal Council Hall.

More t han 5,000 Muslims fromgovernnment departnents, the private sector
vol unt ary organi sati ons and school chil dren joinedinthe cel ebrations.

Anong t hose present were the Undang Luak Sungai U ong, Jel ebu and Johol
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohanmad | sa Abdul Sanmad; State Legi slative Assenbly
Speaker Dat uk Handan Mohared; State Exco nenbers and seni or gover nnment
of ficials.

In Mal acca, the Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahnad Shahabuddi n and
Chi ef M nister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin | ed the processi on of about
7,000 people fromthe Kubu Stadiumto the Al-Azi mnosque.

The processi on went on as schedul ed despite internmittent rain. The route



i ncl uded Jal an Munsyi Abdul | ah and Jal an Tami ngsari .

Abu Zahar in his speech said there was a need by Muslins to practise
good and nobl e val ues such as | ove and care for one anot her.

I n Kota Ki nabal u, about 3,000 Muslims joined in a three-kilometre
processi on fromthe Padang Merdeka to the State Mosque to mark the
occasi on.

Partici pants had gat hered at the Padang Merdeka to listen to a religious
tal k and nasyi d presentati ons.

Anong those present were the Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai,
his wi fe Toh Puan Rukai yah Pangli ma Abdul | ah, Chief M nister Tan Sri
Bernard Dompok and State Cabi net M nisters.

I n Penang, principal of Sekol ah Agama Tuan Majid, Abdul | ah Abdul Rahman,
recei ved the Maul i dur Rasul award fromthe Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Dr
Hanmdan Shei kh Tahir.

The 75-year-old religious schol ar recei ved RVL, 000, a |l etter of
comendat i on and RM750 worth of books fromHandan during the State-|evel
cel ebration attended by about 3,000 Muslins at the Bayan Baru nosque.

Al so present were Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Mohd Shariff QOmar, State
Legi sl ati ve Assenbl y Speaker Dat uk Yahya Abdul Hami d, State Mufti Hassan
Ahmad and several State dignitaries and their w ves.

I n Kual a Terengganu, the Sultan of Terengganu urged the people to
enul at e t he exanpl es of Prophet Muhammad i n doi ng good deeds si nce such
val ues coul d hel p generate a | ovi ng society.

These i ncl uded paying visits to rel atives, nei ghbours and fri ends, and
carrying out tasks collectively.

The Ruler said this to about 2,000 representatives fromdifferent
gover nment agenci es who had gat hered for the cel ebrati on at W sna Dar ul
| man.

I n Kuant an, Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mbhanad Khal il Yaakob said the
State Governnment had its own programme i n tackling the current economic
probl ens, including raising food producti on under the Pahang Food
Producti on Enhancenent Pl an.

Speaki ng at the State-1evel cel ebrations at the State Convention Hall,
he said that under the plan, efforts woul d be nade to devel op nine food
producti on parks and 35 nucl eus orchards on a commerci al scal e.
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