10 AUG 1998
Laos- Wl come
CEREMONI AL WELCOMVE FOR LAOTI AN PRI ME M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 10 (Bernama) -- Laotian Prime Mnister Sisavath
Keobounphanh arrived here today for a three-day official visit to Ml aysia.

He was accorded an official welcone at Parlianment Square, here, by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Si savat h i nspected a guard- of - honour nmounted by officers and nen of the
1st Battalion Royal Ml ay Reginment after the national anthens of the two
countries were played.

Menbers of the Mal aysi an cabinet and the di plomatic corps were then
i ntroduced to him

Earlier, Sisavath and his w fe, Kham a Keobounphanh, were net on
arrival at the KL International Airport in Sepang, near here, by Deputy
Foreign M nister Datuk Leo M chael Toyad and Deputy Sci ence, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M ni ster Datuk Abu Bakar Daud who is the
m ni ster-in-attendance.

Sisavath is leading a 12-nenber del egati on conprising several senior
m nisters and of ficials.

This is the first visit by a Laotian head of government since the
country joined Asean in July |last year.

Laos and Mal aysia are expected to focus di scussions on the financial
and econom c situation in the region and joint efforts to overcone the
probl ens at the del egati on neeting here tonorrow

Laos, a land-locked country in the centre of the Indochinese peninsula,
is reported to have been also hit by the Asian econom c crisis.

Both countries are expected to sign agreenents on bilateral trade and
touri sm cooperati on.

The Laotian | eader and his delegation will also have a | uncheon neeting
wi th nenbers of the National Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry (NCC M.

Toni ght, Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali will host a di nner
in honour of the Laotians.

Si savath and Kham a are schedul ed to have an audi ence with the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Ja'afar, and Raja Permaisuri Agong, Tuanku
Naj i hah, at |stana Negara tonorrow.
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