06 OCT 1998
Mahat hi r - Denonstrati ons
CERTAI N QUARTERS RESORT TO STREET DEMOS TO TOPPLE GOVERNMENT, SAYS PM

KUCHI NG Cct 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad today hit out at certain quarters who resorted to street
denonstrations and nmob laws in an attenpt to overthrow the government.

He said it was unfortunate that this group had decided to do away wth
denocracy al though the people in the country had every right to choose the
government through the process of voting.

"They deci ded that the governnent should be brought down through
denonstrations, riots and teasing the police in order to get them (police)
to act violently against them™" he said when opening the 52nd annua
general neeting of the Associated Chi nese Chanbers of Conmerce and I ndustry
of Mal aysia (ACCCI M, here.

Dr Mahathir said they also tried to get support fromforeign countries
to create chaos in the country because they saw how the | eader of a
particul ar country was brought down and wanted to enulate it.

"It is unfortunate that we have this kind of people doing this kind of
things to prevent the due process of law and a fair trial so that their
wi shes can be fulfilled,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said as a denocratic country, elections had been
hel d regul arly since independence, 40 years ago, to detern ne which
political parties should formthe government.

The party with the biggest majority chose the | eader of the governnent,
he said.

He said Mal aysia was a peaceful country where the different races |ived
and wor ked toget her harnoni ously because the governnent did everything in
an orderly fashion according to the | aw of the country.

Li kewise in politics, the people al so worked cl osely together although
they mght formparties based on race which, however, did not prevent them
fromrespecting the rights of other ethnic groups, he said.

"And because we al ways respect and are consi derate about each other
our country has been very peaceful since 1969 when unfortunately the first
racial riots in Malaysia occurred,” he said.

Maki ng reference to the current issue, he said as the Prine Mnister
who had been denocratically elected, he had the discretion to choose his
cabi net menbers and whoever he chose was accepted as a menber of the
cabinet to formthe government.

In the same way the Prime Mnister had the right to term nate or ask
the mnister to step down if for any reason he was found to be not
perform ng or had "some problens.”

He said such person should accept the term nation in a graceful manner
wi t hout creating any trouble and if he was found to have done sonet hing
wrong then he would be charged in the court of |aw.

"In the past, we have had Chief Mnisters and even a federal m nister
charged for nurder in court and sentenced to death and his sentence
commuted to |ife by the Agong. That has happened,” he said.
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