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CHALLENGE FOR TOP POSTS EXPECTED AT PBB ASSEMBLY

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUMPUR, July 12 (Bernamm) -- For the first time in 12 years, the
top posts in Sarawak's ruling Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB), except
that of the president, are expected to be contested at the party's
convention to be held next nmonth, sources said today.

PBB, the |eading component party in the state Bari san Nasi ona
coalition governnment, has not seen any challenge to its top | eadership
line-up since 1986.

In 1986, the party polls saw, anong others, Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnment Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha beating Agriculture
M ni ster Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud for one of the two posts of Deputy
Pr esi dent .

Since then, top posts like president, deputy presidents and
vi ce-presi dents have not been chall enged at the convention held once in
three years, in keeping with the need to maintain party unity, the sources
sai d.

But this time around, the big fight at the convention on Aug 29-31 is
expected to focus once again on Abang Abu Bakar, who is expected to be
chal | enged by another party strongman, they said.

Abang Abu Bakar's position appears to be shaky because several of the
party's divisions which have held their del egates’ neetings so far in the
run-up to the convention, have passed resolutions calling for his post to
be contested.

The divi sions include Asajaya, which is headed by Chief Mnister and
PBB president Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud and Pantai Damai headed by state
Assi stant M nister Datin Paduka Sharifah Mrdiah Tuanku Fauzi

"The nove to 'toppl e Abang Abu Bakar appears to be gai ni ng support
fromother divisions but what is surprising is that even Sharifah Mrdiah
who all this while is known to be a strong Abang Abu Bakar supporter, is a
now j oi ni ng the bandwagon opposing him" said one source.

They al so noted the significance of the support for Abang Abu Bakar to
be chal |l enged com ng fromthe PBB president's own division, describing this
as "tantanount to a tacit support from Taib hinself".

"It is indeed significant because in the 1986 convention, Taib openly
supported Abang Abu Bakar in favour of Dr Sulaiman and this support enabl ed
himto win," said the source, who interpreted the | atest nove as "Abang Abu
Bakar having fallen out of favour with Taib".

Next nonth's convention has the makings of the nmpbst exciting party
affair in many years and a few nanes have surfaced as possi bl e candi dat es
to take on Abang Abu Bakar

The likely candidate is either Datuk Adenan Satem or Datuk Abang Johari
Tun Openg, both incunbent vice-presidents.

The sources said Dr Sul ai man, the other vice-president, would stay out
of the race for the No. 2 post this tine.

Abang Abu Bakar is Deputy President representing the Muslim bum putera
faction of PBB with the other slot held by Tan Sri Alfred Jabu for the
non- Musl i m bumi putera faction

Meanwhi | e, Abang Abu Bakar, arguably Malaysia's nost |owprofile
m ni ster, has refused to comment on the | atest devel opnents brewing within
PBB.

"He will only do so when the tinme is right,” an aide told Bernama

But the candi date expected to chal |l enge Abang Abu Bakar is likely to be



deci ded based on the number of nom nations received close to the convention
dat e.

Anot her crucial factor would be the card that woul d be played by Taib
hinself this tinme, said the sources.

As one political observer put it: "If Taib decides to support any one
of the hopefuls, of course support could tilt for this candidate as seen in
1986. Well, if he decides to stay neutral, that would nake the fight even

nore unpredi ctable.”

Tai b has on several occasions openly nentioned that he is groom ng
three party | eaders -- Adenan, Abang Johari and Datuk Effendi Norwawi -- as
a possi bl e successor should he decide in the future to step down.

"The toss on Abang Abu Bakar's chall enger is between Adenan and Abang
Johari. Effendi is considered a | ong shot because he is nore deeply
i nvol ved in business than politics,"” said the observer.

Ef fendi, anong other things, is the owner of Malaysia's latest private
tel evision channel, NTV7, that was | aunched on Tuesday by Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

In a rel ated devel opnent, another PBB | eader who is little known
out si de Sarawak, Datuk Wahab Dol | ah, has of | ate enmerged as a "dark-horse"
seen as having nore than an outside chance of taking on Abang Abu Bakar

Wahab, besides being the PBB Information Chief and an Assi st ant
M nister, is regarded by political circles in Sarawak as anong the
bri ghtest up-and-comng politicians in the state and whose bi ggest asset is
bei ng Tai b's cl osest protege.

A recent |ocal news magazine article even referred to Wahab as Taib's
"bl ue- eyed" boy.

Some party menbers contacted, however, said that the scenario of Wahab
taking on the No. 2 post this soon was unlikely to happen "as he has stil
to learn the ropes in line with party tradition"

But yet there are others within the PBB ranks who did not rule out
conpletely this possibility.

"In politics, nothing is inmpossible. Seniority is not the only factor
for a leader to clinb the party |ladder. O course any transition for a
| eader shi p change ideally would have to be a snoboth one,"” said a source.
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