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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d changes to the
top | eadership shoul d be effected "gently”, like pulling out a strand of
hair froma nmound of flour so that "the hair is not broken and the fl our
not scattered"

The Prime M nister and Bari san Nasi onal chairnman did not deny that
| eaders have to be changed but when their turn cane it shoul d be done in
an orderly manner as entreated by the saying "ranbut di tarik jangan
putus, tepung pun jangan terserak".

"OF what good is a new | eader, even if he is supposed to be better, if
the party he is going to | ead has been destroyed," he sai d when openi ng
t he annual general neeting of the People's Progressive Party at Pusat
I slamthis norning.

He al so spoke out agai nst the assunption that winning political party
posts woul d bring weal th, sayi ng position brought heavy responsibilities
whi ch not many coul d carry out.

Such an assunption could bring the downfall of the Governnment, party and
nation.

"Maybe many peopl e can get top positions, but they cannot discharge
their duties as expected. As such, the process of electing a | eader
becones neani ngl ess. "

He rem nded BN party menbers that serving their party required huge
sacrifices and that they shoul d not expect any reward as they woul d be
di sappointed if it did not materialise.

The Prine M nister al so said the problens of political parties could not
be settled through the | aw

He said if the | awwas used to determ ne party | eadershi p which was not
accepted by the mgjority, the | eadershi p woul d not have credibility.

He sai d Mal aysi a was fortunate that the social and political situation
inthe country was cal mdespite its econom c probl ens.

I f social and political unrest were to occur in the wake of econonic
problens, it woul d worsen the probl ens.

"Everyone will forget that the econonic problens were actual ly caused by
the del i berate depreciation of the currency by foreigners. Their doings
will be forgotten while the attention is focused on political problens."”

Dr Mahat hir sai d now market forces were said to have the right to
di sci pline a Governnment that was el ected by the peopl e and t hat t hese
mar ket forces were based in other countries.

"This is a new devel opnent in defining denocracy. They have shifted the
goal posts again so that we cannot succeed. Wth this, the struggle for
i ndependence begi ns agai n.

"Thank God, up to now we are still able to resist. W have not been
forced to submt to the agenci es which desire to establish control over
us," he said.

The Prime Mnister said only those who had other priorities, |like
certain political priorities, would not admt that the Governnent's
policies and approaches to devel op the nation were good and effective.

"I hope no one in the BN woul d use the econom c problens for their
political ends," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was gl ad that the PPP had progressed and overcane
its problens, adding that he hoped the question of |eadership in the party
woul d not weaken it
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