25 NOV 1998
Assenbl y- BN (N. Serbi | an)
CHARACTER ASSASI NATI ON BEI NG USED TO WEAKEN BN

SEREMBAN, Nov 25 (Bernama) -- Certain groups out to weaken the the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) governnent are resorting to character assasination by
accusing Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad as bei ng power crazy
and a dictator, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd |Isa Abdul Samad said.

He said they were hoping that when the Prime Mnister's inage dropped,
Umo woul d becone weak and subsequently the BN government would al so be
weakened and toppl ed.

VWhen a split occurred in Umo, they would then put the blame on the
Prime Mnister, he said when winding up the debate on the nmotion of thanks
for the royal address by the Acting Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negeri
Senbi | an when officiating the State Assenbly sitting on Mnday.

Mohd Isa said it was crucial that Umo nenbers were convinced that the
nmeasures taken by the party were correct because it was difficult to brief
others if the nenbers thensel ves were not 100 per cent convinced.

He also admitted that air and river pollution were detected in the
Ni | ai area caused by factories there which were not controlling the
em ssion of snoke and rel ease of waste water.

Action was taken agai nst several conpanies, and the Departnent of
Envi ronnent (DCOE) had been asked to step up supervision on the factories
there, he said.

State Exco for Public Arenities Datuk Darus Salim Bulin, when w nding
up the debate on matters pertaining to his portfolio, said the
privatisation of the state's Water Supply Departnment from January hoped to
reduce wastage of piped water.

State Exco for Agriculture and Industry Datuk Shanmsul Bahari Mat, when
wi ndi ng up the debate on matters pertaining to his portfolio, said the
District Agriculture Conmittees had been asked to provide data on negl ected
land in their respective areas to enable padi cultivation to be carried
out .

He said owners of neglected | and could also | ease out their |and or
exploit the land on a joint venture with the private sector.
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