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Mahat hi r - Wor ker s
CUT- DOWN OF FOREI GN WORKERS TO CHECK CURRENCY OQUTFLOW SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 31 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia can save substantial funds
by reduci ng dependence on foreign workers and sendi ng fewer students
overseas, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

Admittedly the governnent could not stop foreign workers in the country
from sendi ng noney to their honme countries or stop Ml aysians from
travel |l i ng abroad, he said.

"In the past we have a | ot of students studying overseas but now we
have a lot of twi nning of local and foreign institutions which has enabl e
us to reduce the outflow of fund by students,” he said at a di al ogue here
with port-users to pronote Port Kl ang.

Dr Mahathir said the nove to send fewer students abroad woul d al so nean
m ni m si ng exposure for them

"At one time we thought we could | et our people stay abroad for short
space of tine so they can have broader outl ook, but what we have since
found is that the cultures abroad have changed, they were no | onger
Victorian and now rather w th nodern outl ook, " he said.

"Li ke Tunku Abdul Rahman (the late first prime mnister) said he
couldn't recognise the Englishnen anynore. Not |ike the Englishnmen he knew
when he was studying in England. He said they all have long hairs with
earings. He found it was difficult to distinguish men and wonmen com ng from
behi nd, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said actually there were not nuch to | earn about foreign
cultures and as such there was no need for the people to spend tinme getting
to know the different cul tures abroad.

"In any case we have found that at |east the Ml ay students when they
go abroad they live anong thenselves, they don't mix with the locals. The
nodern Mal ay student does not go to pubs any nore which is a good thing of
course. But they stay together so nmuch that they actually live in exported
Mal ay vill ages.

"Apart fromthat they confine thenselves to their own states. | know
Kel antanese will stay with Kel antanese, the Kedah people will stay with
Kedahans, and when they cane back they speak the Kel antanese dialect. So we
found that it was not useful, so we brought them back. It saves us a | ot of
nmoney. Two years in the country not only reduce the cost of education but
al so reduce the outflow of noney," he said.

The prime mnister said the government had now gone beyond that by
setting up nore universities so that nore students woul d get their higher
education locally, except for those pursuing post-graduate studies.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment al so wanted to mnimse the use of
foreign workers and as such the econony has been restructured so as not to
depend too much on them

"Hopefully when we are better off we rather invest in other countries
to give jobs to these workers than to bring themhere to work in | ow paid
jobs and remt their earnings back home. This is another cause of outfl ow
of our currency," Dr Mhathir said.

He sai d depending too much on foreign workers al so brought al ong soci al
problenms to the country.

"I was told Bangl adeshi nmen are the source of big problens. They are
supposed to be very handsonme and a ot of our girls are falling in |ove
with them But the girls fall in love and married them but don't want to
m grate to Bangl adesh. They want to stay here and have their husbands with



Mal aysi an citizenships, that creates the problem
"But our objective is also to reduce the outflow of our currency so we

can reduce the nunber of foreign workers because | don't think we can do
away entirely with them" he said.

Al so present at the dial ogue were Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik and International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z.
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