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Chi | dhood dreamof flying finally fulfilled

Suryani Dalip

I T was an acconpl i shnent for Noor Azmi Shaari, 30, to be able to fly the
Zodi ac CH601 sol o after undergoi ng trai ning for only one-and-a- hal f

nmont hs.

Noor Azmi, who took the Mal aysi an Experinmental Aircraft Association's
basic flying course, did so after six hours and 44 m nutes of instructions
fromMejar HalimAziz.

Normal Iy, a trainee would be able to fly solo after 10 hours of | essons.

Zodi ac CH601 is an experinmental aircraft assenbled by the first group of
Rakan Miuda trainees in July | ast year.

For Noor Azm, it was a chil dhood dreamful fill ed.

"I had an anbition of becoming a pilot but there was no chance. But now
it isdifferent," said Noor Azmi who took up flying as a hobby.

He is a student of the flying course under MEAA for those aged 26 and
above. The four-nmonth course costs RMLO, 800.

Upon conpl etion of the course, the students will get a Restricted
Private Pilot Licence (PPL (A) Restricted).

Noor Azm said at first he was a bit nervous, but with the bl essi ng of
his instructor he carried on.

Looki ng back, he said that at the age of 21 he received an offer to join
the Mofaz Air Acadeny which he did not take up due to financial
constraints.

Noor Azm said al t hough hol ding a Mara schol arshi p, he still coul d not
afford to join the acadeny.

"What | received was not enough to see ne through the training and |
come froma poor fanmily. Since then | put away any hope of achieving the
dreamuntil | stunbl ed upon MEAA when t hey were having a pronotion at the
Sel ayang Mall," said the Usahasanma Prot on- DRB asssi stant wor kshop manager.

He added that he signed up after finding that the traini ng package that
MEAA was of fering was attractive as well as cheap.

He said he joined on June 2 this year and was in the first intake of
part-tinme students.

Noor Azm said he now has a Student Pilot Licence (SPL) fromthe
Department of Civil Aviation.

It was a different story for two Rakan Muda trai nees - Mahadi Kamal and
Mohd Rozal i Mohayat, both 19 - whose interest in the field peaked only
after joining the Air Recreation Rakan Muda Pr ogramme.

Mahadi, fromKl ang, joined the programme with the encouragenent of
friends who had signed up earlier.

"l joined the class on a part-tine basis as | amdoing a Diploma in
Aut ocad Engi neering at Cosnpoint College in Kl ang," he said.

He and ot her nenbers were worki ng on assenbling the second experi nent al
aircraft Zodi ac CH601.

Mahadi, who had been in the programme for nore than six nonths, said he
was spendi ng al nost every day at the centre at the Airforce (TUDM Miseum
Jal an Lapangan Ter bang Lanma, Kual a Lunpur.

"What we learn is very valuable and i nteresting and | have been enj oyi ng
nysel f. | want to gain nore know edge," he added.

Anot her trai nee Mohd Rozal i joi ned the Rakan Muda programme nore t han a
year ago on the recommendati on and encouragenment of his brother-in-I|aw,
who i s MEAA honorary secretary Mejar (Rtd) Abdul Razak Onar.

He said at first he was not keen on the programe but after a few



| essons, the interest devel oped and he decided to stay on.

"To tell the truth, I do not even want to | eave this place. If possible
I want to gain nmore know edge and go on further.

"1 now hold a Student Pilot Licence."

Mohd Rozal i was one of the trainees involved in assenbling the first
experinmental aircraft Zodi ac CH601 whi ch was | aunched by Prinme M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on July 27 | ast year.
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